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PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  School  Medical  Officer: 
TAMES  A.  M.  CLARK,  M.D.,  Ch.  B.  D.P.H., 

Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

A.  FAIRGRIEVE  ADAMSON,  M.D.,  Ch.  B.,  D.P.H. 
(Commenced  duties  December  5th,  1923). 

School  Medical  Inspector: 

D.  BABARA  NORMAN,  M.B.,  B.Ch. 

Venereal  Diseases  Medical  Officer: 

A.  M.  STUART,  F.R.C.S. 

School  Dentist  : 

H.  N.  GROVE,  L.D.S., 

Public  Analyst  : 

F.  E.  THOMPSON,  F.I.C. 


Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

* | ARTHUR  THOMAS  HUBBLE. 

Assistant  Inspectors  : 

*fERNEST  F.  B.  A.  MINER,  (Chief)  Hatherton  and  Paddock  Wards. 
*+FRED  TURNER,  Bloxwich  and  Leamore. 

*|IVOR.  O.  WILLIAMS  Birchills  and  Pleck. 

*HARRY  JACKSON,  Bridge  and  Caldmore. 

^Certificate  as  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 

{Certificate  as  Meat  Inspector. 

Superintendent  Health  Visitor  and  Inspector  of  Midwives: 
{MRS.  A.  SAUNDERS,  Cert,  as  Inspector  of  Nuisances, 


Health 

tMiss  M.  WILKINS,  H.V. 
xf  „  E.  MORGAN, 
xt  M.  HINCHLIFF. 


Visitors  : 

x  tMiss  K.  M.  TINSLEY, 
t  „  E.  COLLINS, 
i  „  A.  E.  ROGERS. 


{Certfied  Midwife. 

Tuberculosis  Nurses  : 

Miss.  G.  N.  SADLER. 

„  A.  QUICK,  H.V. 

„  E.  M.  O’KELLY. 

Secretary  Dispenser  Miss  D.  SQUIRE. 

Clerks  :  Office  Boy  : 

Miss  D.  BOYCE.  T.  BAILEY, 

Mr.  N.  AULIFFE. 

The  V.  D.  Medical  Officer,  School  Dentist,  and  Public  Analyst  are  part  time  Officers. 

X  Resigned. 
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COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  WALSALL. 


Annual  Report. 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 
County  Borough  of  Walsall. 

Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  of  the  County 
Borough  of  Walsall  for  the  year  1923. 

The  Minister  of  Health  has  issued  certain  directions  as  to  the 
lines  upon  which  the  Annual  Report  for  1923  should  be  dravAn  up, 
and  this  Report  has  therefore  been  compiled  so  far  as  possible  in 
accordance  with  these  directions. 

The  population  as  at  June  30th,  1923,  has  been  estimated  by 
the  Registrar  General  as  100,400. 

There  has  been  a  further  decline  in  the  Birth  Rate,  the  figure 
per  1,000  of  the  population  being  23*32  as  against  25*41  in  1922, 
and  28*02  inl92i.  The  number  of  Marriages  also  shows  a  decrease, 
being  1,097  as  against  1,128.  The  Death  Rate  has  declined  from 
12*89  to  11*68,  and  is  the  lowest  ever  recorded  in  this  Borough. 
The  Tuberculosis  Death  Rate  (all  forms)  also  shows  a  marked 
decline  being  1*14  as  against  149,  the  death  rate  (0.9)  for  the 
Respiratory  Forms  of  the  disease  being  the  lowest  recorded  since 
1910. 

Infantile  Mortality  has  declined  to  93-93  as  against  94*91,  and 
although  still  far  too  high  as  compared  with  that  for  England  and 
Wales  (69),  and  that  for  the  105  Great  Towns  (72),  is  the  lowest 
yet  recorded. 


5 


,r 

H 

*4 

rj 

k: 

I 


tj 

il| 

c: 

r 


The  incidence  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria  shows  a  slight 
increase,  but  we  can  congratulate  ourselves  that  the  Borough  has 
remained  so  long  free  from  any  serious  outbreak  of  Infectious 
Disease,  Chickenpox  remained  a  notifiable  disease  throughout  the 
year,  and  although  never  reaching  serious  proportions  it  was 
sufficient  to  indicate  the  wisdom  of  continuing  the  notification  of 
this  disease.  The  majority  of  the  cases  have  been  visited  by  me 
personally,  and  on  enquiry  being  made  it  was  found  that  63%  of 
the  cases  had  not  been  vaccinated.  During  the  height  of  the 
Smallpox  outbreak  at  Gloucester,  all  Canal  Boats  coming  to  this 
district  were  visited  by  me. 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  caused  IOi  deaths,  that  is,  more  deaths 
than  Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory  System,  This  is  a  considerable 
decrease  from  the  previous  year  when  155  deaths  were  certified  as 
due  to  this  cause.  As  only  III  notifications  of  Acute  Primary  or 
Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia  were  received,  it  is  obvious  that  the 
notification  of  the  disease  is  not  being  fully  carried  out.  Good 
nursing  and  healthy  environment  are  absolutely  necessary  if  a 
complete  recovery  is  to  be  made,  and  unfortunately  there  are  no 
facilities  to  ensure  these  being  supplied. 

The  mortality  from  Cancer  and  Malignant  Disease  is  gradually 
increasing,  there  being  recorded  108  deaths  in  1923  (1*07)  as 
against  IOI  in  1922(101),  and  90  in  1921  (o'9o),  The  local  branch 
of  the  British  Medical  Association  have  appointed  a  small  Committee 
to  collect  as  much  information  on  this  subject  as  possible. 

There  have  been  no  great  developments  in  Sanitation  during 
the  year.  A  small  number  of  privies  have  been  converted,  but 
over  600  still  remain,  50%  of  these  being  in  districts  not  yet  sewered. 
The  work  of  providing  W.  C.  flushing  cisterns  in  place  of  the 
unsatisfactory  method  of  hand  flushing,— -work  so  long  interrupted 
by  the  War  and  post  war  conditions, — has  gone  slowly  forward,  88 
new  cisterns  being  provided,  and  193  being  repaired  and  made 
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satisfactory.  In  December  last  the  Health  Committee  passed,  what 
can  only  be  regarded  as  a  retrograde  resolution,  suspending  action 
on  this  branch  ofrsanitary  improvement  unless  a  definite  nuisance 
were  first  proved. 

The  position  as  regards  overcrowding  and  the  Housing  Shortage 
has  been  but  little  relieved  during  the  year,  only39  new  houses 
having  been  erected  as  part  of  the  Municipal  Housing  Scheme, 
making  a  total  to  date  of  310.  49  new  houses  were  erected  during 

the  year  by  private  enterprise.  Upwards  of  800  houses  under 
notice  have  been  improved  structurally. 

Although  only  35  cases  of  overcrowding  were  dealt  with  by 
Notice,  this  gives  no  indication  of  the  extent  of  overcrowding  in 
the  Borough,  these  being  extremely  bad  cases.  In  the  majority  of 
cases,  single  adult  persons  of  both  sexes  were  found  to  be  occupying 
the  same  sleeping  apartments. 

With  so  much  overcrowding  and  so  much  unemployment,  it  is  a 
subject  for  congratulation  that  there  has  been  so  little  sickness 
during  the  year,  and  that  the  death  rate  has  been  so  low. 

A  combined  Health  and  Baby  Week  was  held  in  October,  the 
chief  features  of  which  were  (  a  )  the  opening  of  the  Open  Air 
School  Extension  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Education  Committee 
on  October  nth,  and  (  b )  an  Exhibition  in  the  Town  Hall  on 
October  16th  and  17th  showing  (  I  )  the  main  features  of  a  House 
Drainage  System,  (  2  )  Specimens  of  Unsound  Food,  (  3  )  Rats  and 
Mice  Infestation,  and  (4)  Fumigation  Appliances.  The  exhibits 
aroused  much  interest.  Prizes  were  afterwards  awarded  the  Senior 
Scholars  for  the  best  essays  on  “The  principles  of  Sanitation”, 
and  to  the  Junior  Scholars  for  essays  on  “The  advantages  of  an 
Open  Air  School  ”. 

I  would  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  thanks  to  the 
Members  of  the  Council,  and  to  the  members  of  the  Health 
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Committee  in  particular  for  the  kindness  and  consideration  they 
have  shown  me  during  the  year.  To  each  and  every  member  of 
the  Health  Department  I  an  indebted  for  their  loyalty  and  valuable 
help  ungrudgingly  given.  To  Mr.  Hubble,  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector, 
in  particular  I  am  deeply  indebted.  His  knowledge  of  his  work 
and  his  long  experience  have  been  of  very  great  assistance  to  me. 

I  am,  Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JAMES  A.  M.  CLARK,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  CENSUS  RETURNS,  1921. 

According  to  the  Census  Returns  1921.  there  was  an  increase 
in  the  number  of  dwellings  over  1 9 1 T ,  of  673  or  3*6%,  whilst  over 
the  same  period  there  was  an  increase  of  1840  in  the  number  of 
private  families  or  9*7%,  there  being  an  estimated  deficiency  of 
dwellings  in  1921,  on  the  basis  of  the  Standard  for  England  and 
Wales  of  3287. 

The  number  of  persons  per  family  had  declined  from  4  8O  to 

4‘6i. 

The  population  at  the  1921  Census  was  96,926  being  made  up  of 
47,102  males  aud  49,824  females,  or  1,000  males  to  every  1,058 
females,  and  being  distributed  throughout  the  following  age  periods: 


Age  distribution  per  1,000  of  each  sex. 


M. 

F. 

Age  0  to  4  years 

108 

102 

»  5  »  T9  »> 

313 

303 

>>  20  ,,  39  >> 

289 

3U 

.,  40  and  upwards 

290 

280 

The  population  in' private  families  occupied  dwellings  as  shown 
in  the  following  table,  the  average  number  of  rooms  per  person 
being  098. 


Rooms  - 

I 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6-7 

8-9 

10  and 

over. 

Total  Private 
Families 

272 

1842 

2080 

6693 

5410 

3763 

494 

174 

Population  in 
Private  Families 

606 

S934 

9341 

32142 

26823 

17491 

2321 

914 
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The  population  was  distributed  throughout  the  various  wards 
of  the  Borough  as  shown  in  the  following  table.  It  will  be  observed 
that  Birchills  Ward  is  the  most  densely  populated  ward  in  the 
Borough,  and  with  two  exceptions  the  most  densely  populated  in 
Staffordshire. 


Table  showing  the  Density  of  the  Population  in  the  various 
Wards. 


Area  in  acres. 

Total  Population 
Census  of  192 1 . 

Persons  per 
Acre. 

'  TOTAL 

7,483 

96,926 

13*0 

E[  Bloxwich 

L545 

8,946 

5'8 

il  Leamore 

1,978 

12.510 

6‘3 

£  Birchills 

224 

14,703 

656 

Hatherton 

455 

9,487 

20'9 

Paddock 

1,354 

10,780 

8‘o 

Bridge 

1 

rt- 

0 

1— 1 

8,358 

43'T 

I  Pleck 

839 

14,743 

176 

Caldmore 

J 

894 

17,393 

T9’5 

■  " - — - — — - — — — — 

GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  (acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  74^3 

Population  (1923)  Estimated  ...  ...  ...  100,400 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  4923)  ...  ...  20,326 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  £353,454 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  £1,312 

Population  per  acre  ...  ...  ...  1341 

Number  of  persons  per  house  ...  ...  4'93 


Number  of  Marriages  in  Walsall  Registration  District  1,097 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR 


Total. 


M. 


F. 


Rirths  /Legitimate  2,288  1.163 

B,rttis  \  Illegitimate  54  V 


Deaths 


1,173 


r,I^j  Birth  Rate  23*32 
Death  Rate  11*68 


Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of  chil dbirth: 

From  Sepsis  ...  ...  I 

other  causes  ...  3 


,, 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  J.ooo  births:— 
Legitimate  90*90  Illegitimate  22222  Total  93*93 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  36 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  33 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  ...  35 


>» 


Coroners  Inquests — Ninety  five  Inquests  were  held  in  the 
Borough  during  the  year,  63  males  and  32  females:  —  22  under 

the  age  of  I  year,  12  between  the  ages  of  I  and  16  years,  and 
6l  from  16  years  and  above. 

Post-Mortem  examinations  ordered  by  Coroner 
Summary  of  Inquests  :- 
Death  by  Suicide 

„  „  Want  of  attention  at  Birth 

,,  Accident  or  misadventure 

,,  from  Natural  Causes 
Stillborn 


63  32 


22. 

M.  F. 
7  1 

1  — 

20  7 

31  21 

4  3 


Inquests  of  children  suffocated  whilst  in  bed  :- 

Accidental  -  1 

Inquests  on  bodies  of  newly  born  children  3  5 
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Marriages. — There  is  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  Marriages 
this  year,  l  .097  taking  place,  whilst  last  year  1,128  were 
contracted. 

Births. —  The  number  of  Births  registered  in  the  Borough 
during  the  year  was  2,335,  of  which  1,191  were  males  and  1,144 
were  females.  These  are  the  crude  figures,  and  allowance 
has  to  be  made  for  births  to  non-residents  occurring  in  Walsall, 
and  for  births  to  residents  whilst  the  latter  were  temporarily 
staying  in  some  other  town. 

The  correct  figures  are  males  1,190,  females  1,152,  giving 
a  new  total  of  2,342,  equivalent  to  a  Birth  Rate  of  23*32  per 
1,000.  Of  this  number  54  were  illegitimate  births,  as  compared 
with  100  during  1922. 

The  average  birth  rate  for  the  last  five  years  is  25*86 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  births  registered 
in  the  Borough  : — 


Male 

Female 

Total 

isi  quarter 

3*5 

280 

595 

2nd  ,, 

299 

281 

580 

3rd  „ 

291 

292 

583 

4th  „ 

286 

291 

577 

Total 

1 1 91 

H44 

2335 

Deaths.— The  number  of  deaths  registered  during  the  year 
was  1,175  giving  a  rate  per  thousand  of  the  population  of  11*70 
a  decrease  on  the  previous  year,  when  we  had  1,291  deaths, 
with  a  rate  of  12*92.  If  we  exclude  the  number  of  persons  (45) 
dying  in  the  Borough  belonging  to  other  districts,  and  include 
(43)  those  belonging  to  the  Borough,  dying  beyond  the  Borough, 
we  have  a  corrected  number  of  1,173  giving  a  death  rate  of 
1 1  *68.  The  average  death  rate  for  the  past  five  years  is  13.17. 

Mortality  from  all  causes,  at  subjoined  ages  of  residents 
belonging  to  the  Borough  : — 
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At  all 

Under 

1  and 

2  and 

5  a"d 

under 

1 5  and 

under 

25  and 
under 

45  and 
under 

65  and 

Ages 

1  year 

under  2 

under  5 

15 

25 

40 

65 

upwards 

1P73 

220 

7i 

On 

OO 

49 

46 

I25 

241 

363 

SUMMARY  (FOR  REFERENCE)  OF  NURSING 
ARRANGEMENTS,  HOSPITALS  AND  OTHER 
INSTITUTIONS  AVAILABLE  FOR  THE  DISTRICT. 


Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home  : — 

(a)  General— Victoria  Nursing  Institution. 

(b)  Infectious  Diseases — None 

Midwives— There  are  33  practising  midwives  in  the  district,  none 
of  these  were  employed  or  subsidised  by  the  Public  Health 
Authority, 

Walsall  General  Hospital — a  voluntary  institution. 
Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres — 


Milton  Street 
Ablewell  Street- 
Stafford  Street 


Each  open  two  sessions  weekly,  one  Doctor’s  day 
the  other  Nurse’s  day. 


School  Clinics,  Bradford  Street,  and  Field  Road. 

V.D.  Clinics,  Walsall  General  Hospital. — see  page  32. 
Tuberculosis  Dispensary,  Littleton  Street. 


HOSPITALS  PROVIDED  OR  SUBSIDISED  BY  THE 

COUNCIL. 


1.  TUBERCULOSIS.— Pelsall  Hall  Sanatorium. 

2.  MATERNITY.  —Certain  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  and  also 
certain  of  those  cases  necessitating  surgical  interference  at 
confinement  are  received  at  the  Walsall  General  Hospital  by 
arrangement  with  the  Council  who  bear  the  cost  of  their  treatment. 


3.  Children— Nil. 
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4.  FEVER.— Cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  are  treated  at  the  Isola¬ 
tion  Hospital,  Cheslyn  Hay,  under  an  arrangement  with  the  Cannock 
R.D.C.,  a  fee  of  50/-  per  week  is  paid  for  each  patient  admitted 
from  this  borough. 

Cases  of  Enteric  Fever  are  treated  at  the  Epidemic  Hospital, 
Hospital  Street.  3  cases  were  admitted  during  the  year,  all  from 
one  household. 

The  Isolation  Hospital  in  Sneyd  Lane  can  be  used  for  Cerebro¬ 
spinal  Fever  and  Encephalitis.  It  was  opened  in  May  for  3  weeks 
for  a  bad  case  of  Chicken-pox. 

5.  SMALL-POX. — Cases  of  Small-pox  are  treated  at  the 
Isolation  Hospital,  Sneyd  Lane,  Bloxwich. 

6  DIPHTHERIA. — Diphtheria  is  treated  at  the  Walsall  General 
Hospital. 

Institutional  Provision  for  Unmarried  Mothers, 
Illegitimate  and  Homeless  Children  in  the  District.— 
None  except  that  which  comes  under  the  Poor  Law  Institution. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

(a)  For  infectious  disease  cases  a  horsed  ambulance  is  kept 
at  the  Epidemic  Hospital,  Hospital  Street. 

( b )  For  non-infectious  and  accident  cases  a  motor  ambulance 
is  kept  at  the  Fire  Station. 

6.-  LABORATORY  WORK. 


Excluding  Tuberculous  specimens,  Pathological  and  Bacteri¬ 
ological  examinations  are  undertaken  by  the  Birmingham  University. 
Diphtheria  anti-toxin  is  available  at  the  Public  Health  Offices  at 
the  Council  House  in  office  hours  and  at  all  other  times  at  the 
Police  Stations  in  the  borough. 

7— SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

Comparatively  few  privies  remain,  the  majority  of  them  being 
in  outlying  districts  where  there  are  no  sewers. 

Work  of  Sanitary  Inspectors  under  Article  XX  of  the  Sanitary 
Officers  (outside  London)  Order,  1910,  see  pages  34,  35- 
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Inspection  of  Places  where  Food  is  Prepared  — 
Inspection  of  meat  is  principally  confined  to  inspection  at  slaughter¬ 
houses.  Bakehouses  are  regularly  inspected;  the  Sanitary  condition 
is  satisfactory.  Particulars  of  unfit  meat  dealt  with  are  given  in 
the  Report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  (pages,  41  42). 

Number  and  Condition  of  Slaughterhouses,  Reg¬ 
istered  OR  LICENSED. — There  is  no  public  abattoir,  but  at  one 
slaughterhouse  the  slaughtering  is  semi-public  in  character.  The 
number  of  slaughterhouses  in  use  in  the  district  are: --Registered 
14,  Licensed  20.  Many  of  the  Registered  Slaughterhouses  are 
most  unsatisfactory. 

Arrangements  for  Disinfection— Rooms  used  for  infect¬ 
ious  disease  cases  are  fumigated  on  the  recovery  or  removal  of  the 
patient  with  formalin  or  sulphur,  the  bedding  is  removed  to  the 
Hospital,  Hospital  Street,  and  dealt  with  in  a  Thresh  Steam 
Disinfector. 

Action  under  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops 
ORDERS — Each  of  the  premises  in  the  occupation  of  a  registered 
person  under  this  Order  is  visited  at  least  twice  a  year,  each  cow- 
keeper  is  notified  by  p.c,  as  to  the  regulation  requiring  limewashing 
during  May  and  October. 

Action  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts.-- 
See  Analyst’s  report,  pages  81,  82. 

MILK  AND  CREAM  REGULATIONS,  1912  and  1917. 

Report  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1923. 


I.  Milk;  and  cream  not  sold  as  preserved  cream. 


Number  of  Samples  examined 

Number  in  which  Preservatives  was 

for  the  presence  of  a  Preserv¬ 

reported  to  be  present,  and  percentage 

ative. 

of  Preservative  found  in  each  Sample. 

P  iilk 

97 

Nil. 

y  y 

Condensed 

5 

Nil. 

yy 

Separated 

2 

Nil. 

Crea 

m 

3 

2  *10%,  T7%. 

15 


2.  Cream  sold  as  preserved  cream. 

(a)  Instances  in  which  samples  have  been  submitted  for 
analysis  to  ascertain  if  the  statements  on  the  label  as 
to  Preservatives  were  correct: — 

(i)  Correct  statements  made  ...  ...  5 

(ii)  Statements  incorrect  ..  •  ••  ...  — 

Total  5 


(iii)  Percentage  of  Preservative 
found  in  each  sample. 

•38%,  '29%,  -1 7%,  -25%,  -155% 

(b)  Determinations  made  of  milk  fat  in 
cream : — 

(i)  Above  35% 

(ii)  Below  35% 


Percentage  stated  on 
Statutory  label. 

0*4% 

cream  sold  as  preserved 

...  •«.  5 


Total 


(c)  Instances  where  (apart  from  analysis)  the  requirements  as  to 

labelling  or  declaration  of  preserved  cream  in  Article  V.  (1) 
and  the  proviso  in  Article  V.  (2)  of  the  Regulations  have  not 
been  observed  ...  -  •••  •••  2 

(d)  Particulars  of  each  case  in  which  the  Regulations  have  not 
been  complied  with,  and  action  taken : — 

December  5th,  informal  purchase  of  cream,  analyst  reported 
“Preserved  Cream  and  contained  T0o/  of  Boric  Acid.’’ 


December  8th,  a  formal  sample  of  cream  from  the  same 
vendor  as  the  one  on  the  5th,  was  reported  “Preserved  Cream 
containing,  ‘170%  Boric  Acid,” 

The  Health  Committee  having  considered  the  Vendor’s 
explanation  as  to  neglect  in  fixing  of  the  label,  instructed  the  Town 
Clerk  to  severely  caution  the  Vendors  by  letter,  (The  two  sarr ,  ,es 
were  from  the  same  dairy) 

3.  Thickening  substances.  Any  evidence  of  their  addition  to 

cream  or  to  preserved  cream  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

4,  Colouring  matter  in,  or  reconstituted  milk  on  sale  Nil, 
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Q.  HOUSING. 

Number  of  New  Houses  Erected  During  the  Year:- 

(a)  Total  ...  -  ..  ...  88 

(b)  With  State  Assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts, 

1919  and  1923 : — 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  39 

(ii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons...  ...  ...  16 

Total  erected  to  date  under  the  National  Housing 

Scheme  »•  ...  •••  •••  ••• 

1.  Unfit  Dwelling  Houses. 

(I) — Inspection. 

(1)  Total  nnmber  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  E 4 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  in¬ 

spected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing 
(Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910  30 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 

be  unfit  for.  human  habitation  ...  •••  2 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 

for  human  habitation  •••  ■  •  ...  662 

(II)  REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  WITHOUT  SERVICE  OF  FORMAL 

Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  •••  •  ••  ...  474 

(III)  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  section  28  of  the  Housing 
Town  Planning,  &c.,  Act,  1919 


1 7 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  — 

{a)  by  Owners  ...  ...  ...  26 

( b )  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil. 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance 
of  declarations  by  owners  of  intention  to  close  -.  Nil. 


(B^  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts — ■ 

(L  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  2=39  | g 0 


(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied — 

(a)  by  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ... 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  Nil. 


(C)  Proceedings  under  sectiqns  t 7  and  18  of  the 
Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.  Act,  1909 — 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view  to 

the  making  of  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  2 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  2 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  determined  the  dwelling 
houses  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  Nil. 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  .  ..  Nil. 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ■  ...  Nil. 


1 8 


TABLE  I. 

Walsall  County  Borough. — WHOLE  DISTRICT 

INFANT  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1923 


Nett  Deaths  from  stated  Causes  at  various  Ages  under  One  Year  of  Age. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Under  1  week 

1-2  weeks 

; 

2-3  weeks 

3-4  weeks 

Total 

under 

4 

weeks 

1  &  un.  3  mths.' 

- . 

3  &  un.  6  mths. 

c n 

rG 

6 

Ov 

C 

P 

vO 

9  &  un.  12  mths 

Total 

deaths 

under 

one 

Year. 

All  Causes — Certified 

Uncertified 

72 

17 

9 

8 

106 

30 

29 

30 

25 

220 

Measles 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

1 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

2 

3 

Whooping  Cough 

... 

•  • 

... 

... 

... 

2 

1 

2 

6 

11 

Other  Common 
Infectious 

Diseases 

Diarrhoea  and 

Enteritis 

•  •  • 

... 

2 

.  .  . 

2 

4 

8 

10 

4 

28 

Premature  Birth 

41 

7 

2 

3 

53 

6 

... 

... 

... 

59 

Congenital  Defects, 
Atelectasis,  Malforma¬ 
tions 

11 

3 

1 

15 

15 

Congenital  Debility 
Sclerema  and 

Icterus 

8 

4 

2 

r\ 

16 

9 

3 

2 

2 

32 

Percentage  of  Dev¬ 
elopmental  and 
Wasting  Diseases 

83’3 

82'2 

777 

6  2*5 

817 

73'3 

41*3 

46*6 

56*0 

62*72 

Tubercular  Diseases  ... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

‘  1 

2 

4 

Convulsions  ... 

3 

1 

1 

... 

5 

2 

3 

1 

... 

11 

Bronchitis  and 
Pneumonia 

.  .  . 

1 

•  •  • 

3 

4 

O 

A 

5 

9 

5 

25 

Other  causes 

9 

1 

1 

... 

11 

4 

8 

5 

4 

32 

Totals 

72 

17 

9 

8 

106 

30 

29 

30 

25 

220 

Nett  Births  in  the  year — legitimate,  2,288;  illegitimate,  54. 

Nett  Deaths  in  the  year  of  legitimate  infants,  208  ;  illegitimate  infants,  12, 


TABLE  II 


WALSALL  COUNTY  BOROUGH. 


Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  the  Year  1923. 


Causes  of  Death 

Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of  “Residents’ 
whether  occurring  within  or  without  the 

District. 

WARDS 

Nett  Deaths  at  all  Ages  of  “  Residents’'  belonging 
to  Localities,  whether  occurring  in  or  beyond 

the  District. 

r  of  “Resi- 

idents  ”  in 

is  in  the 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

All  Ages 

Under  1  year, 

1  and  under  2 
years 

2  and  under  5 
years 

5  and  under  15 

years 

15  and  under  25 

years 

25  and  under  45 

years 

45  and  under  65 

years 

65  and  upwards 

Bloxwich 

Leamore 

Birchills 

Hatherton 

Paddock 

Bridge 

Pleck 

Caldmore 

Walsall 

Workhouse 

l 

Total  Deaths  whethe 

dents  ”  or  “  Non-Res 

Public  Institutioi 

District. 

Enteric  Fever 

Small-pox 

•  •  • 

•  •  * 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  ’ 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  • 

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping-cough 

36 

2 

33 

4 

11 

16 

9 

15 

1 

11 

1 

2 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

4 

1 

3 

5 

8 

1 

7 

3 

5 

5 

5 

4 

i 

2 

10 

2 

2 

4 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 
Influenza 

6 

7 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

4 

2 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

2 

i 

2 

4 

•  •  • 

2 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

i 

•  •  • 

Meningococca  1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Meningitis 

11 

4 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 

2 

2 

Tuberculosis  of  Resoir- 

Z. 

... 

*  *  * 

atory  system 

Other  Tuberculous 

92 

... 

1 

1 

6 

20 

38 

20 

6 

8 

10 

14 

7 

12 

10 

14 

16 

.  1 

14 

diseases 

18 

4 

3 

1 

4 

1 

3 

2 

3 

2 

3 

1 

3 

1 

2 

2 

1 

10 

Cancer,  malignant 

disease  ... 
Rheumatic  Fever 

102 

6 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

1 

1 

9 

1 

51 

3 

40 

2 

6 

3 

17 

2 

8 

12 

12 

17 

25 

i 

3 

25 

i 

Diabetes 

4 

•  •  • 

... 

1 

1 

2 

2 

9 

1 

1 

Cerebral  haemorrhageetc 

62 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

22 

38 

8 

6 

6 

7 

8 

6 

12 

9 

14 

Heart  Disease 

90 

1 

1 

6 

2 

9 

34 

37 

14 

7 

10 

12 

8 

14 

11 

14 

18 

Arterio-sclerosis 

25 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  . 

.  . 

2 

23 

•  •  • 

4 

3 

3 

5 

5 

2 

3 

i 

Bronchitis 

93 

11 

7 

3 

2 

1 

2 

26 

41 

6 

7 

22 

15 

8 

5 

12 

18 

8 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

98 

13 

20 

12 

7 

7 

11 

18 

10 

13 

13 

20 

16 

6 

7 

12 

11 

8 

Other  Respiratory 

i 

Diseases 

8 

•  •  • 

1 

... 

2 

3 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

5 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or 

Duodenum 

5 

•  •  • 

,  , , 

•  •  • 

2 

2 

1 

... 

•  •  . 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

3 

5 

Diarrhcea  etc.,  (under 

2  years) 

35 

28 

7 

•  •  • 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

... 

2 

1 

12 

4 

2 

10 

3 

1 

Appendicitis  and 

Typhlitis 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  . 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

.  •  . 

.  .  , 

.  • . 

1 

1 

2 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

7 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

1 

6 

... 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

1 

m  . 

1 

1 

4 

Acute  and  Chronic 

Nephritis 

22 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  . 

1 

7 

10 

2 

3 

3 

4 

5 

1 

2 

1 

3 

4 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

1 

... 

. . . 

*  *  ■ 

•  •  . 

1 

•  .  . 

. . . 

.  .  . 

... 

... 

1 

Other  Accidents  and 

Diseases  of  Pregnancy 

, 

i 

and  Parturition 

3 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  m  • 

•  •  . 

3 

•  . 

.  •  . 

, , 

... 

•  •  . 

... 

2 

... 

1 

/ 

1 

Congenital  Debility  & 

1 

Malformation, 

• 

Premature  Birth  ... 

110 

110 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

.  .  . 

.  •  . 

... 

•  •  • 

.  •  • 

8 

10 

25 

18 

20 

6 

16 

7 

10 

Suicides 

6 

. .  . 

•  •  • 

. . . 

•  •  • 

.  • . 

4 

2 

•  •  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

Other  Deaths  from 

Violence 

26 

2 

•  . . 

2 

5 

2 

5 

4 

6 

3 

6 

3 

1 

2 

2 

4 

4 

1 

21 

Other  defined  diseases 

260 

30 

3 

3 

8 

10 

19 

33 

154 

24 

34 

38 

23 

35 

25 

25 

50 

6 

94 

Causes  i  1 1 -defined  or 

unknown 

3 

•  • 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

1 

... 

. . . 

. . . 

... 

... 

•  •  % 

... 

1 

2 

...  j 

1 

All  causes 

1173  ! 

220 

71 

58 

49  1 

46 

125  ' 

241 

363 

104  1 

121 

202  1 

129 

141 

107 

162 

195 

*1 2  | 

245 

*Pievious  place  of  abode  not  known. 


Table  III. 


WALSALL  COUNTY  BOROUGH. 


Vital  Statistics  of  whole  district  during  1923  and  previous  years. 


Popula- 

Births, 

Total  Deaths 
Registered 

Transferable  Deaths 

Nett  Deaths  belonging  to 
the  District. 

tion 

111  LllV^  JL 

Under  1  Year 

Year 

estimated 
to  Middle 

"O 

s— * 

Nett. 

of  Non- 

of  Age 

Ataii  /vges 

U 

ot  Resi- 

of  each 
Year 

OJ 

£  S 

O  =3 

G  ^ 

ID 

Number 

Rate 

Number 

Rate 

residents 
registered 
in  the 
District. 

dents  not 
registered 
in  the 
District 

Number 

Rate  per 

1,000 

Nett 

Births 

Number 

Rate 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

1914 

94,093 

2771 

2769 

2942 

1383 

14-69 

43 

73 

321 

115-92 

1413 

1501 

1915 

94,093 

2566 

2561 

27  22 

1596 

16*96 

61 

62 

381 

149  06 

1597 

16-97 

1916 

Birth  97,384 

2515 

2510 

25  82 

1451 

16-21 

58 

73 

282 

112-12 

1466 

16-38 

1917 

Death  89,506 
Birth  98,047 

2152 

2149 

2194 

1398 

15-89 

'  54 

60 

238 

110-59 

1404 

15  96 

1918 

Death  87,957 
Birth  98,192 

2033 

2035 

20  72 

1735 

19-95 

54 

89 

222 

110-55 

1787 

20-39 

1919 

Death  87,635 
(Birth) 

96,591 

2107 

2098 

2171 

1345 

14-50 

69 

*  76 

224 

■ 

103-36 

1352 

14-58 

(Death) 

92,724 

1920 

96,419 

2977 

2987 

30-97 

1261 

1307 

43 

67 

300 

100  77 

1285 

13-32 

1921 

98,800 

2768 

2765 

27’98 

1307 

13-23 

56 

71 

3)2 

1 12-83 

1322 

13-38 

1922 

99  890 

2539 

2530 

25-32 

1291 

12-92 

66  * 

63 

241 

94-91 

1288 

1289 

1923 

100,400 

2335 

2342 

23  32 

1175 

11-70 

45 

43 

220 

93  93 

1173 

11-68 

Area  of  District  in  Acres  Total  population  at  all  ages  .  96,926 

(exclusive  of  area  l  ...  7483 

covered  by  water) 


At  Census 

of  1921 


TABLE  IV. 

Causes  of  Death  at  different  periods  of  Life  in 

Walsall  County  Borough,  1923, 

As  furnished  by  the  Registrar  -  General. 


Causes  of  Death. 


ALL  CAUSES 

1  Enteric  Fever 

2  Small-pox 

3  Measles 

4  Scarlet  Fever 

5  Whooping  Cough 

6  Diphtheria  and  Croup 

7  Influenza  ... 

8  Encephalitis  Lethargica 

9  Meningococcal  Meningitis 

10  Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

11  Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

12  Cancer,  malignant  disease 

13  Rheumatic  Fever 

14  Diabetes 

15  Cerebral  Hoemorrhage,  etc., 

16  Heart  Disease 

17  Arterio-sclerosis 

18  Bronchitis 

19  P  neumonia  (all  forms) 

20  Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

21  Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

22  Diarrhoea  etc. 

23  Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

24  Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

25  Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

26  Puerperal  Sepsis 

27  Other  Accidents  and  Diseases  o 

Pregnancy  and  Parturition 

28  Congenital  Debility,  and  Malforma¬ 

tion,  Premature  Birtli 

29  Suicide 

30  Other  deaths  from  violence 

31  Other  Defined  Diseases  , 

32  Causes,  ill-defined  or  unknown 


Sex. 

All 

Ages. 

0- 

1- 

2- 

5- 

15- 

25- 

45- 

65- 

75- 

M 

636 

123 

42 

23 

29 

22 

67 

143 

104 

83 

*•  F 

540 

96 

32 

35 

22 

20 

57 

103 

78 

97 

M 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

••  F 

• - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

M 

— 

/ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

F 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

M 

18 

3 

8 

6 

1 

— 

— 

— 

■  — 

— 

•  F 

19 

1 

8 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

M 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

-  F 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

M 

13 

3 

6 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

••  F 

22 

9 

4 

8 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

•— 

M 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

•  F 

5 

— 

— 

2 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

M 

5 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

1 

— 

••  F 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

M 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

•  F 

— 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

M 

.  •  T? 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

.b 

M 

48 

. 

_ 

_ 

8 

21 

15 

4 

— 

F 

43 

— 

— 

— 

5 

12 

18 

7 

— 

1 

M 

12 

3 

2 

— 

4 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

..  f 

12 

1 

3 

2 

2 

1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

M 

55 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

3 

29 

18 

3 

..  p 

53 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

26 

15 

6 

M 

4 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

•  F 

3 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

M 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

F 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

M 

34 
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TABLE  V. 

BIRTH-RATE  DEATH-RATE  AND  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY  during  the  Year  1923 

As  furnished  by  the  Registrar  General. 

Table  showing  Death-rates,  &c.  in  Walsall,  as  compared  with  England  and  Wales,  105  Great  Towns 
157  Smaller  Towns  and  London,  (The  rates  for  England  and  Wales,  and  Walsall,  have  been 
calculated  on  a  population  estimated  to  the  middle  of  1923,  while  those  for  the  Towns  have  been 
calculated  on  populations  estimated  to  the  middle  of  1922). 


Birth  Rate  per 
1,000  Total 
Population. 

Annual  Death-Rate  ph:r  1,000  Civilian 

Population. 

Rate  per 
1000,  Births 

Percentage  of 
Total  Deaths.* 

All  Causes. 

Enteric  Fever. 

Small-pox. 

Measles. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Whooping 

Cough. 

Diphtheria. 

Influenza. 

Violence. 

Diarrhoea  and 

Enteritis 

(under  2  years). 

Total  Deaths 

under  one 

year. 

Causes  of  death 

certified  by 

Registered 

Medical 

Practitioners 

Inquest  Cases. 

Uncertified 

Cause 

of  Death. 

England  and  Wales 

197 

1L6 

001 

0  00 

0'14 

0-03 

010 

0-07 

0  22 

0-44 

77 

69 

92-0 

6-9 

1-1 

105  Great  Towns,  including 

London  (Census  Populations 

exceeding  50,000) 

204 

11-6 

0-01 

0-00 

0-15 

0-03 

0-12 

0-09 

022 

0-40 

9.9 

72 

92'2 

7-2 

0*6 

157  Smaller  Towns  (Census 

Populations  20,000 — 50,000) 

19-8 

10-6 

001 

•  •  • 

0-1  9 

0-02 

010 

0  06 

0'21 

0-38 

6-4 

69 

92-6 

6-1  , 

V3 

London 

20  2 

11-2 

0.01 

0  00 

0-08 

002 

0‘C9 

0’13 

0*17 

0’45 

10-2 

60 

90-8 

9*1 

0'1 

Wa.lsa.ll 

23  3 

118 

0  00 

0  00 

0  35 

001 

0  32 

0  05 

006 

0  25 

10  6 

94 

92  0 

8  0 

0  0 

*Non-civilians  are  included  in  these  figures  for  England  and  Wales  but  not  for  other  areas. 


TABLE  VI. 

WALSALL  COUNTY  BOROUGH. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Notified  during  the  Year  1923 


Notifiable  Disease. 


Cases  Notified  in  whole  District 
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At  Ages — Years. 
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in 
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in 
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C/5 

G  Jh 
cd  cj 

in  ^ 

vo  a 


Total  Cases  Notified  in  each  Locality 


T3 
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43 

O 

•  r-t 
£ 

o 

PQ 


^3 

u 
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t> 
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<u 


3  1  4 


T3 

Jh 
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<u 

43 
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T3 
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4^ 
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o 

'U 

a3 
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T3 

jh 
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<D 

tuo 

•  rH 

Jh 

CQ 


T3 

Jh 

d 


4^ 

O 

JD 

Oh 


8 


T3 

Jh 

OS 


<D 

Jh 

O 

S 

2 

2 

u 


o 

_ ,  C/5 

rt  § 

“3  43 
G  4^ 

5  O 


10 


4H 
•  rH 

a 

C/5 

o 


d 

C/5 

d 


aJ 

Jh 

<D 

G 

<D 

c 


Total  cases 
removed  to 
Hospital. 


Small-pox 

Cholera  (C)  Plague  (P) 
Diphtheria(including  Membranous 
Croup) 

Erysipelas 
Scarlet  Fever 
Typhus  Fever 
Enteric  Fever 
Relapsing  Fever  (R) 

Continued  Fever  (C) 
Puerperal  Fever 
Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis 
Poliomyelitis 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  system 
Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 
Acute  Encephalitis  Lethargica 
Acute  Primary  Pneumonia! 

,,  Influenzal  -  f 
Malaria 
Dysentery  ... 

Chicken-Pox 


• » 


Totals 


54 

41 

165 


8 


36 

194 

59 

1 

111 


496 


1171 


1 

2 


36 


34 


79 


16 

1 

38 


2 

19 


13 


160 


249 


27 

2 

100 


26 

21 


22 


295 


493 


5 

3 

21 


50 

6 


19 


4 


113 


5 

8 

3 


72 

6 


29 


135 


19 

1 


40 

3 

1 

19 


83 


1 

7 


4 

1 


19 


6 

13 


11 

4 


26 


107 


174 


9 

5 

23 


4 

24 

9 


19 


54 


7 

7 

28 


148 


4 

25 

4 


11 


90 


9 

3 

12 


1 


4 

17 

4 


3 

5 


1 


57 


178  117 


6 

20 

8 


11 


14 


83 


3 

2 

14 


10 

7 

26 


24 

7 


29 


94 


32 

11 


7 


86 


31 


182 


7 

40 

11 


18 


58 


173 


3 

1 

1 


11 


2 

9 


11 


12 

•  •  • 
5 


tj 


24 


Isolation  Hospitals: — Enteric  Fever  Hospital,  Hospital, St. ,  Walsall  ;Small-pox  Hospital,  Sneyd  Lane,  Bloxwich 
Diphtheria  cases  are  treated  at  Walsall  General  Hospital,  Walsall,  a  retaining  fee  of  £20  per  quarter  is  paid  to  the  Executive  Committee 
Scarlet  Fever  cases  are  treated  at  the  Isolation  Hospital, Cheslyn  Hay  belonging  to  the  Cannock  Rural  District  Council. 
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TABLE  VII. 

WALSALL  COUNTY  BOROUGH. 

RETURN  of*  the  Number  of*  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease 


reported  to  the  Medical 

Officer 

of 

Health  during;  the 

Year  1923,  and  of  Deaths  from  the 

Diseases 

notified. 

Cases 

Deaths 

Notified. 

Registered. 

Small  Pox 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Cholera,  Plague  ... 

... 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

Diphtheria  (including  Membranous  Croup) 

... 

54 

6 

Erysipelas 

... 

... 

41 

•  •  • 

Scarlet  Fever 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

165 

2 

Typhus  Fever 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

... 

Enteric  Fever 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

6 

•  •  • 

Relapsing  Fever  or  Continued  Fever 

•  •  • 

... 

. .  . 

•  •  • 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

8 

1 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis 

... 

. . . 

X. 

Poliomyelitis 

... 

.  •  • 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

... 

... 

92 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis 

. . . 

•  •  • 

18 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

. . . 

36 

•  •  • 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

•  •  i 

. . . 

1 

•  •  • 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia 

•  •  • 

) 

,,  Influenzal  ,, 

•  •  • 

111 

98 

Malaria 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

Dysentery 

•  •  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

Chicken-Pox 

•  •  • 

... 

496 

... 
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Report  on  the  adminstration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901 

in  connection  with 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  WORKPLACES,  &  HOMEWORK. 

1— INSPECTION. 


Made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


Number  of 

Premises. 

Inspections 

Written  Notices. 

Prosecutions 

Factories 

3  02  ^ 

(including  Factory  Laudries) 
Workshops  (including  Work- 

91 

Nil. 

1 

shop  Laundries) 

503  ' 

Total 

805 

91 

— 

2— DEFECTS  FOUND, 


Number  of  Defects. 

b  cn 
u  c 
0 

Particulars. 

Found 

Reme¬ 

died. 

Referred 
to  H  M. 
Inspector. 

C  3 

0 

o  Cfi 
£ 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Heath  Acts:— 

Want  of  Cleanliness... 

94 

94 

7 

Other  nuisances 

...  ...  ... 

5 

5 

1 

— 

• 

/'■insufficient 

22 

22 

22 

— 

Sanitary  accommodation. 

unsuitable  or  defective 

25 

25 

19 

— 

[not  separate  for  sexes 

7 

7 

1 

— 

Including  those  specified  in  sections  2,  3,  7  and  8,  of  the  Factory  and  Work¬ 
shop  Act  as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 


3— HOMEWORK. 


OUTWORKERS’  LISTS,  SECTION  107. 


Outwork  in  Un- 


Outwork  in  Infected 
Premises,  Sections 


NATURE  OF  WORK. 

Lists  received  from  Employers. 

Notices  served  on 
Occupiers  as  to  sending 

v  lists. 

Prosecu¬ 

tions. 

Section  108. 

iuy, liu 

Instances. 

Notices  served. 

Prosecutions. 

■ 

Instances. 

O 

.-t 

r-l 

in 

4) 

cl 

a 

IA 

U 

« 

l* 

o 

*  Prosecutsons 

a  (Sections  109,  110). 

Sending 

Twice  in  the  Year. 

Sending 

Once  in  the  Year. 

Failing  to  keep  or 

permit  inspection 

of  lists. 

Failing  to  send 

lists. 

Lists. 

Outworkers. 

Lists. 

Outworkers. 

Contractors. 

Workmen. 

Contractors. 

- - 

Workmen. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

IO 

Wearing  Apparel — 

* 

Making,  &c. 

14 

•  •  • 

39 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

9 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

3 

3 

•  •  • 

•  o  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Cables  and  chains 

4 

1 

4 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

5 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Locks,  latches  and  keys 

2 

1 

6 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

*  •  • 

•  •  » 

Brush  making  ... 

2 

•  •  • 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

•  •  « 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  C  ( 

Total 

22 

2 

51 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

18 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

3 

3 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

4— REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS 


5— OTHER  M  A.TTERS. 


Workshops  on  the  Register  (s  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year 

1 


i  i  i 

n  ° 
g  -c  CD 

5  m 

4> 

o  o-° 


in 

0) 

if) 


0) 
5-i 


-*■  -  rf)  ^ 

&  3  Sir 


Bakehouses  (includes  27  Factory  Bake¬ 
houses) 


<D 


°  W  rt 

O  <D  j_ 

C 

5 

J-i 

o 


53 

if) 

O 
CO 

£  a  <D 
S  rC  J 

-H  CO  -L- 


CO  U 

3  C 


Others  ... 


Total  number  of  workshops  on  Register 


Number 

2 


Matters  notified  to  H.M  Inspector  of 
Factories  : — 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory 
and  Workshop  Act  (s.  133  1901)  - 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by 
H.M.  Inspector  as  remediable  under 
the  Public  Health  Acts,  but  not 
under  the  Factory  and  Workshop 
Act  (s.  5  1901) : — 

Notified  by  H.M  Inspector  - 
Reports  (of  action  taken) 
sent  to  H.M.  Inspector 
Other  -  “  ~ 

Underground  Bakehouses  (s.  101): 

In  use  at  the  end  of  the  vear 


53 

47 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

Infant  Mortality  (Table  I). 

During  the  year  there  were  2,342  births  (2,288  legitimate  and 
54  illegitimate).  There  were  220  deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year, 
of  whom  12  were  illegitimate. 

The  Mortality  rate  of  Legitimate  Births  per  1,000  births  was 
go'90,  whilst  that  of  Illegitimate  Births  was  222'22,  giving  a  Total 
Infantile  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  births  of  9J’93  a  slight  reduction 
on  1922,  when  the  rate  was  94'9I. 

Paddock  Ward  gave  the  highest  mortality  13L22  and 
Caldmore  Ward  the  lowest,  with  60  69  per  1,000  births.  Whilst 
72  babies  died  under  the  age  of  one  week,  106  babies  died  within 
the  first  month  or  48*1%,  as  compared  with  79  babies  within  one 
week,  and  HO  or  456%  dying  within  the  first  month  in  1922. 

Prematurity  as  a  cause  of  death  accounted  for  59.  or  26‘8% 

| of  the  infantile  deaths  in  1923,  as  compared  with  6l  or  25*4%  in 
:  1922.  These  figures  contrast  very  unfavourably  with  those  of  20 
years  ago,  when  the  average  number  of  children  dying  from  this 
cause  was  9%  to  13%,  although  the  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  as  a  whole 
has  fallen  from  195  in  1900  to  94  (approximately)  per  1,000  during 
the  past  two  years.  The  high  death  rate  from  this  cause,  together 
r| with  a  hitherto  high  maternal  death  rate,  point  to  the  urgent 
meed  for  the  establishment  in  the  near  future  of  an  Ante-Natal 
Clinic.  The  Maternal  Death  rate  for  1923  was  ]*7  per  1,000  births. 

jlNFANT  Welfare  Centres. 

During  the  year  1,487  new  cases  were  registered  at  the  three 
'Welfare  Centres,  and  14,015  attendancs  were  made.  This  is  a 
i slight  falling  off  from  the  previous  year,  due  in  part  to  the  falling 
birth  rate,  and  also  to  the  fact  that  for  nealy  six  months  of  the 
:year,  the  attendance  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  at  the 
aCentres  was  not  always  certain,  as  prior  to  the  taking  up  of  duties 
\hy  the  Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  the  Clinics  at  the 
^Tuberculosis  Dispensary  had  to  be  carried  on  at  the  same  time. 
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A  complete  alteration  has  been  made  during  the  past  year  in 
the  outlook  and  scope  of  the  Welfare  Centres: — medical  treatment 
is  no  longer  undertaken,  our  energies  being  directed  more  and 
more  to  keeping  the  Healthy  Babies  well,  rather  than  to  treating 
the  sick. 

Errors  ot  feeding,  errors  of  clothing,  together  with  the  oft 
repeated  administration  of  purgatives  are  the  main  causes  of  too 
many  infantile  ailments  upon  which  we  are  called  to  advise. 


Details  of  the  work  of  the  Centres  as  well  as  of  the  work  of 
the  Health  Visitors  are  given  in  Tables, 

ATTENDANCES  REGISTERED  AT  INFANT  WELFARE 

CENTRES. 


Centre. 

Under 

6  months. 

6-12 

mths. 

1-2 

yrs, 

2-5 

yrs. 

Total 

New 

Cases. 

A. 

M. 

A. 

M. 

A. 

M, 

A. 

M. 

A. 

M. 

Ablewell  St. 

1662 

438 

1357 

302 

810 

245 

693 

165 

4552 

1150 

496 

MiltonSt. 

1852 

514 

1214 

3I6 

971 

223 

560 

87 

1597 

1140 

455 

Stafford  St. 

2179 

772 

1299 

372 

775 

204 

613 

124 

4866 

1472 

536 

Total 

5693 

1724 

3870 

997 

2586 

672 

1866 

376 

14015 

3762 

1487 

A-  Number  of  Attendances.  M-  Number  Medically  Examined. 

The  total  number  of  Ante-Natal  cases  registered  at  the  Centres 
numbered  229,  out  of  which  127  were  medically  examined. 

THE  WORK  OF  THE  HEALTH  VISITORS, 


First  and  Re-Visits. 


CO 

’75 

> 


2199 


tn 

55 

> 

<v 

Ph 


6438 


Ante-Natal 

Still  Birth 
Inquiry. 

Visits  to 
cases  of 
Diarrhoea. 

Visits  to 
cases  of 
Ophthalmia 

Special 

Enquiries. 

Futile 

Visits. 

1 

Total . 

33i 

27 

83 

242 

473 

427 

10220 

29 


J 


INFANT  Feeding— When  first  visited  1,879  infants  were  breast 
fed,  223  breast  and  artificially  fed  and  97  artificially  fed. 

On  the  first  re-visits  1,381  were  reported  to  be  entirely  breast 
fed,  41 1  breast  and  artificially  fed,  and  316  entirely  artificially 
fed 


Details  of  the  food  supplied  are  given  as  follows:  — 


(i  First  Visit. 


Cows  Milk  was  being  given  to 

1— 1 
OJ 

babies 

Dried  „ 

76 

yy 

Condensed  Milk  ,,  ,, 

23 

yy 

Patent  Foods  and  Rusks  ,, 

84 

yy 

^Whilst  on  re— visit. 

Cows  Milk  was  being  given  to  487  Babies 
Dried  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  , ,  94  >> 

Condensed  ,,  ,,  ,,  „  17  ,, 

Patient  Foods  &  Rusks  „  „  129  „ 

9  long  tubed  bottles  were  found  in  use. 


SANITARY  DEFECTS. 

Twenty-four  cases  were  referred  to  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


MID  WIVES  ACT. 

During  1923  three  midwives  were  reported  to  the  Local 
r<  Supervising  Authority  for  breaches  of  the  rules,  two  were  sub- 
1  sequently  reported  to  the  Central  Midwives  Board,  and  being 
found  guilty  of  misdemeanours,  their  names  were  removed  from 
the  Roll,  and  their  Certificates  cancelled. 


B 


Midwives’  inspections,  etc. 

Total 

No.  of  Midwives  on  register — Trained 

20] 

33 

Untrained 

13J 

No.  of  visits  to  midwives — Inspections 

155  l 

321  \ 

476 

Interviews 

Puerperal  Fever  notified 

8 

Midwives  disinfected 

10 

Ophthalmia  notified — by  Midwives 

9l 

( 

35 

by  Doctors 

26  ) 

30 


Cases  treated  at  home  30  ) 

(  35 

„  „  „  hospital  5  ) 

Midwives’  Notifications,  (Medical  Help). 


Medical 

Help. 

Stillbirth. 

Ophthal¬ 

mia. 

Death  of 
Child. 

Intention 
to  Practice. 

Liability  to 
be  a  source 
of 

Infection. 

Proposed 

Artificial 

F'eeding. 

Change  of 
Address. 

351 

28 

9 

3 

33 

8 

5 

3 

CONDITIONS  FOR  WHICH  DOCTORS  WERE  CALLED 


IN  BY  MID  WIVES— 
PREGNANCY. 

Abortion  and  Miscarriage...  ...  12 

Ante-Partum  Haemorrhage  ..  16 

Threatened  Miscarriage  or  Abortion...  6 

Purulent  Discharge  ...  ...  5 

Toxaemias  (Unclassified)  ...  >  -  8 


47 


LABOUR. 


Post-Partum  Haemorrhage  ... 

O 

Ruptured  Perinaeum 

•  •  •  .  •  • 

38 

Prolonged  and  Difficult 

Labour 

74 

Malpresentation  .. 

... 

38 

Retained  Placenta  and 

Membranes  ... 

5 

Purulent  Discharge 

. . .  ... 

'i 

a 

T72 


PUERPERIUM. 

Rise  of  Temperature  ...  •••  8 

Secondary  Post-Partum  Haemorrhage  5 

Mastitis  ...  ...  ...  3 

Unclassified  (Indefinite  Diagnosis)  ..  12 


28 


3 [ 


INFANT. 

Inflammation  of  eyes 

Dangerous  Feebleness  and  Prematurity 

Malformation  and  Congenital  Defects 

Death  of  the  Child 

Asphyxia  Neonatorum 

Unclassified  (Indefinite  Diagnosis) 


37 

41 

7 

3 

2 

14 

104 


NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS  YEAR  ENDING 
DECEMBER  31st,  1923. 

No.  of  births  notified  during  the  year 

by  Medical  Practitioners  419 

,,  Midwives  I.911 

,,  Parents  47 

Born  in  Union  Infirmary 
Unnotified  births 

Stillbirths  notified  during  the  year 
Attended  by  Medicial  Practioners  45 

,,  ,,  Midwives  28 

Notified  births  Year  ending  December  31st,  1923. 


2,377 


3i 

9 

73 


Bloxwich 


Lea¬ 
rn  <~>re. 


Birch- 

ills. 


Hatb- 

erton. 


Paddock 


Bridge 


Pleck. 


Cald- 

more. 


Work. 

house. 


Total. 


M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1 

M. 

1 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

134 

127 

139 

169 

218 

214 

132 

112 

118 

103 

103 

1 

93 

179 

159 

171 

175 

17 

14 

1211 

1166 

Total  2,377. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  MILK 

SUB-COMMITTEE. 

FRESH  MILK. 

During  the  year  approximately  375  cases  received  a  supply 
of  milk  free  at  a  cost  of  £492  19  11. 

DRIED  MILK. 

57  cases  received  Dried  Milk  at  cost  price.  Paid  to  Borough 
Treasure  for  same  £223  19  8. 
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VENEREAL  DISEASE. 

This  work  is  undertaken  at  the  Walsall  General  Hospital  under 
an  agreement  with  the  Town  Council,  Dr.  A.  M.  Stuart  being  the 
Medical  Officer  of  this  Department. 

Evening  Clinics  for  Males  are  held  on  Tuesdays  and  Fridays 
and  an  afternoon  Clinic  for  Females  on  Thursdays  weekly. 
Provision  is  made  for  cases  to  remain  in  the  Hospital  over-night, 
if  necessary,  after  injections. 

A  Special  Clinic  on  Wednesday  afternoon  is  reserved  for 
cases  requiring  injection. 

Facilities  are  afforded  for  irrigation  of  cases  of  Gonorrhoea 
daily.  A  male  and  female  nurse  are  engaged  for  this  purpose. 

Examinations  of  specimens  are  undertaken,  for  Gonococci  by 
Dr.  Stuart,  for  other  kinds,  at  the  Birmingham  University. 

Arrangements  are  in  force  whereby  women  and  girls  suffering 
from  venereal  diseases  in  the  Borough  can  be  received  into  the 
Cleveland  House,  Wolverhampton,  for  treatment. 

These  cases  arise  generally  in  connection  with  rescue  work  ; 
cases  at  the  Walsall  General  Hospital  requiring  a  lengthy  in-patient 
stay  may  also  be  transferred  to  Cleveland  House. 

The  arrangement  provides  the  requisite  treatment  and  nursing, 
and  it  includes  expectant  mothers  and  lying-in  cases. 

Summary  of  the  work  from  statistics  furnished  by  Dr  Stuart:  — 

The  number  of  persons  receiving  treatment  for  the  first  time 


1923  may  be  classified  : — 

M 

F 

Total. 

Syphilis  only 

25 

36 

61 

Gonorrhoea  only 

40 

1 

41 

Soft  Chancre 

— 

— 

— 

Conditions  other  than 

Syphilis  &  Gonorrhoea 

— 

— 

— 

Venereal  Disease 

— 

M  F  Total 

Totals 

65 

37 

102 

28  12  40 

33 
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There  were  already  receiving  treatment  on  January  1st,  1923; 
fjcj  for  Syphilis,  93  males,  64  females;  Gonorrhoea,  23  males,  \2  fe- 
i  males;  other  than  Venereal  Disease  none,  total  192. 


Total  number  of  persons  who  received  treatment  was  334,  and 
the  attendances  at  out-patient  Clinic,  3,539  of  which  2,792  were 
males  and  747  females. 


The  aggregate  number  of  “in-patient”  days  150,  of  which  30 
H  were  males  and  120  females. 


The  results  may  be  analysed  as  follows:  — 


Ceased  to  attend  without  completing 

treatment 

Discharged  from  out-patient  after 

completing  treatment 


Syph 

ilis. 

Soft  Chancre. 

Gonorrhoea, 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

50 

42 

— 

— 

28 

11 

5 

2 

_ 

23 

_ 

Residential  areas  of  patients  were: — 


Walsall. 

Staffordshire, 

Syphilis 

42 

19 

Soft  Chancre 

— 

— 

Gonorrhoea  ... 

Condition  of  other 

35 

5 

than  Venereal 

29 

11 

Total 

106 

35 

Warwickshire. 


1 


1 


For  Spirochettes  6,  Gonococci  178,  other  organisms  none, 
specimens  were  examined  by  Dr.  Stuart. 

For  Wassermann  re-action  239  specimens  were  submitted  to 
Birmingham  University. 

No.  of  persons  treated  at  Wolverhampton  Centre  : — 

Syphilis  ...  3 

Gonorrhoea  ...  3 

Conditions  other 
than  Venereal  ...  1 


t 


Total  7 
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CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  RETURN  OF 

VISITS,  &c. 

Dr.  J.  A.  M.  Clark. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Walsall. 

Dear  Sir, 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Sanitary  Officers’ 
1922,  Order,  I  hereby  furnish  you  with  a  tabular  statement 
containing  the  following  particulars  for  the  year  ended 
December  31st,  1923. 

1.  The  Number  and  Nature  of  Inspections  made 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


Bloxwich 
and  . 
Leamore 
Wards. 

Hatherton 

and 

Paddock 

Wards. 

Birchills 

and 

Pleck 

Wards. 

Bridge 

and 

Caldmore 

Wards. 

TOTALS 

Inspections  of  Dwelling-houses — 
Housing  Inspection... 

5 

8 

1 

16 

3° 

District  Inspections 

2650 

2398 

2169 

2567 

9784 

Inspections  ot  Workshops  (not  in- 

eluding  Bakehouses) 

18 

199 

56 

230 

503 

Inspections  of  Factories 

1 1 

119 

49 

I23 

302 

,,  Homes  of  Outworkers 

— 

23 

10 

27 

60 

,,  Slaughter-houses 

743 

657 

791 

551 

2742 

,,  Bakehouses 

44 

67 

1 10 

!°5 

326 

,,  Fried  Fish  Shops  and 

Fish  Yards 

67 

45 

56 

77 

245 

,,  Dairies 

197 

289 

3l4 

312 

1112 

,,  Houses  let  in  Lodgings 

— 

168 

— 

25 1 

419 

,,  Common  Lodging- 

houses 

— 

— 

9 

33 

42 

,,  Theatres  and  Music 

Halls 

3 

— 

4 

4 

1  1 

,,  re  Rat  Destruction  ... 

10 

15 

IO 

20 

55 

,,  Schools  re  drainage  ( 

and  Sanitary  conveniences  i 

10 

15 

12 

6 

43 

,,  Markets 

104 

52 

52 

52 

260 

,,  Smoke  observations  .. 

— 

28 

28 

So 

106 

Meat  Retailers  re  marking  ofp 

21 

H 

37 

37 

109 

Imported  Meat.  } 

Samples  of  water 

3 

4 

1 

2 

10 

,,  under  Fertilisers  and 

Feeding  Stuffs  Act 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

M  under  the  Sale  of  Food 

and  Drugs  Acts  tor  Analysis  ... 

50 

50 

44 

76 

220 

Margarine,  not  submitted  for 

Analysis 

4 

_ 

"> 

J 

10 

Canal  Boat  Inspections... 

Visits  to  infected  houses 

470 

522 

577 

363 

40 

1932 

fumigations  alter  notifiable 

disease 

92 

61 

94 

81 

328 

Drain  tests 

l3 

21 

28 

23 

85 

Re-inspections  ot  work  for  abate- 

ment  of  Nuisances  ... 

2821 

3474 

3795 

2873 

12963 

Total  visits  and  Inspections 

7336 

8229 

8250 

7882 

31737 

35 

2.  The  Number  of  Notices  Served  during  the  Year. 


Bloxwich 

and 

Leamore 

Wards. 

Hatherton 

and 

Paddock 

Wards. 

Birchills 

and 

Pleck 

Wards. 

Bridge 

and 

Caldmore 

Wards. 

TOTALS 

Informal 

- 

392 

519 

660 

530 

2101 

Statutory 

1 

... 

... 

... 

121 

126 

250 

174 

671 

3.  Result  of  Services  of  such  Notices. 

I  * 


Bloxwich 

and 

Leamore 

Wards. 

Hatherton 

and 

Paddock 

Wards. 

Birchills 

and 

Pleck 

Wards. 

Bridge 

and 

Caldmore 

Wards. 

TOTALS 

% 

Number  of  nuisances  abated 

667 

704 

986 

738 

3095 

X  Notices  not  complied  with 

130 

77 

138 

98 

443 

X  The  majority  are  informal  notices. 


Yours  obediently, 

ARTHUR  T.  HUBBLE, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


January  9th, 


1924. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

Being  that  for  the  year  ended  December  31st,  I923 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  herewith  submit  to  you  a  Report  for  the  year  1923 
giving  particulars  of  the  work  performed  under  your  direction 
by  the  Inspectorial  Staff  of  the  Health  Department, 


TABLE  1, 

Nuisances  and  other  matters  dealt  with. 


Bloxwich 

and 

Leamore 

Wards. 

Hatherton 

and 

Paddock 

Wards. 

Birchills 

and 

Pleck 

Wards. 

Bridge 

and 

Caldmore 

Wards 

TOTALS 

Foul  drains,  water  closets, 
privies,  ashpits,  sinks,  urinals 

293 

286 

428 

248 

1255 

Offensive  accumulations 

2 

15 

7 

10 

40 

Animals  kept  as  to  be  a 
nuisance 

5 

9 

9 

5 

28 

Black  smoke,  gas  leakages  ... 

— 

3 

1 

4 

8 

Unwholesome  premises  needing 
limewashing  . 

127 

136 

137 

IIO 

5To 

Insufficient  water  closets, 
ashpits,  drains 

146 

129 

236 

1 13 

642 

Dwelling  houses  needing 
repairs 

139 

124 

187 

212 

662 

,,  overcrowded 

12 

7 

11 

5 

35 

Sundry 

.  •  •  >  • « 

18 

13 

; 

10 

48 

TO 

Borough  < 

Buildings  or  wells 
unsafe 

34 

15 

42 

28 

1 19 

Buildings  erected, 
no  plans  submitted 

1 

1 

1 

3 

6 

Surveyor, 

Insufficient  water 
supply 

2 

5 

7 

L Defective  spouting 

2 

— 

5 

4 

H 

Totals 

797 

740 

1076 

758 

3371 

3  7 


TABLE  I — continued. 


Bloxwich 

and 

Leamore 

Wards. 

Hatherton 

and 

Paddock 

Wards. 

Birchills 

and 

Pleck 

Wards. 

Bridge 

and 

Caldmore 

Wards 

TOTALS 

To  cleanse  ashpits  ••• 

3947 

No.  of  notices  on  books  31/12/22 
No.  of  nuisances  and  other  mat- 

109 

124 

152 

149 

534 

ters  reported  during  the  year 
No.  of  informal  notices  served 

688 

657 

972 

687 

3004 

during  the  year 

tNo.  of  statutory  notices  served 

392 

5W 

660 

530 

2101 

during  the  year 

121 

126 

250 

1/4 

671 

No.  of  Nuisances  abated 
*No.  of  notices  not  complied 

667 

704 

986 

738 

3095 

with  December  31st,  1923  ••• 

+A  notice  may  include  several  nuisances  or 
other  matters. 

*The  notices  not  complied  with  include  informal 
notices:  — 

130 

77 

1— 1 

OJ 

00 

98 

443 

Nuisances  ••• 

28 

26 

23 

31 

108 

Housing  repairs 

38 

14 

31 

24 

107 

Insufficient  closets,  ashpits,  etc. 

59 

29 

73 

34 

195 

Other  matters 

5 

3 

11 

9 

33 

TABLE  II, 

SANITARY  WORKS  IN  COMPLIANCE  WITH  NOTICES. 


Bloxwich 

and 

Leamore 

Wards. 

Hatherton 

and 

Paddock 

Wards 

Birchills 

and 

Pleck 

Wards. 

Bridge 

and 

Caldmore 

Wards 

TOTALS 

ADDITIONAL 
STRUCTURES  PROVIDED. 
Water  closets 

8 

9 

I 

18 

36 

New  cisterns  in  W.  C’s 

1 1 

30 

1 7 

30 

88 

New  soil  pipes 

1 

2 

1 

I 

5 

Ashbins 

139 

163 

235 

216 

753 

Connections  to  sewer 

3 

I 

— 

— 

4 

Intercepting  traps 

3 

I 

1 

I 

6 

Drain  traps  ••• 

8 

15 

6 

9 

38 

Inspection  Chambers 

3 

7 

8 

4 

22 

Ventilating  shafts 

8 

10 

14 

8 

40 

Pipe  drains  yards  in  length  ... 

243 

1 16 

51 

115 

525 

Sanitary  sinks  and  waste  pipes 

4 

4 

21 

1 7 

46 

TABLE  IL— continued. 


' 

Bloxwich 

and 

Leamore 

Wards. 

Hatherton 

and 

Paddock 

Wards. 

Birchills 
.  and 
Pleck 
Wards. 

Bridge 

and 

Caldmore 

Wards. 

TOTALS 

REPAIRS  MADE. 

Water  closets  (structure) 

30 

36 

106 

56 

128 

Privies 

21 

I 

4 

— 

26 

Ashpits 

22 

16 

31 

II 

80 

W.C.  pans  fitted 

1 7 

34 

39 

31 

12 1 

,,  traps  fitted 

ii 

18 

21 

20 

70 

,,  flushing  cisterns 

21 

29 

81 

64 

195 

Drain  ventilating  shafts 

13 

3 

22 

3 

41 

Drains  relayed 

U 

41 

49 

27 

L34 

„  cleared 

58 

55 

87 

63 

263 

Water  closets  cleared 

14 

2  7 

25 

21 

87 

Sinks 

4 

4 

7 

30 

,,  fitted  with  waste  pipes 

5 

4 

2 

3 

14 

Drains  disconnected 

— 

I 

5 

2 

8 

New  covers  to  inspection 
chambers 

3 

4 

7 

2 

16 

Houses  newly  drained 

4 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Yards  repaved 

15 

6 

3 

10 

34 

Gas  mains  repaired 

— 

3 

3 

5 

11 

S.S.  Water  Laid  on 

2 

— 

— 

2 

INSANITARY  STRUCTURES 
DISPENSED  WITH 

Ashpits,  privies,  etc. 

41 

74 

74 

66 

255 

TABLE  III, 


Housing  Improvements. 

Bloxwich 

and 

Leamore 

Wards. 

Hatherton 

and 

Paddock 

Wards. 

Birchills 

and 

Pleck 

Wards 

Bridge 

and 

Caldmore 

Wards. 

TOTALS 

Houses  repaired  throughout  ••• 
Lodging  House  repaired 

73 

135 

176 

140 

524 

throughout 

— 

I 

— 

— 

I 

Houses  re-spouted 

42 

50 

38 

85 

215 

,,  whitewashed  throughout 
„  sash  cords  fitted  and 

3 

3 

7 

2 

15 

windows  repaired 

15 

5 

9 

7 

36 

„  floors  repaired 

3 

r 

7 

2 

12 

39 

TABLE  III — continued. 

Bloxwich 

and 

Leamore 

Wards. 

Hatherton 

and 

Paddock 

Wards. 

Birchills 

and 

Pleck 

Wards. 

Bridge 

and 

Caldmore 

Wards. 

TOTALS 

A  New  washhouses 

3 

3 

|  Washhouses  repaired 

15 

9 

39 

28 

9i 

ft  New  boilers  and  fireboxes 

5 

5 

1 7 

10 

37 

1|  Boilers  and  fireboxes  repaired 

9 

8 

22 

8 

47 

i  Overcrowding 

:j  House  vacated 

1 

— 

1 

— 

2 

■|  No.  of  inmates  reduced 

11 

5 

8 

5 

29 

UNFIT  HOUSES. 

No.  demolished 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

No.  closed  ••• 

— 

1 

— 

— ■ 

1 

Temporary  structures  vacated 

1 

— 

— 

1 

•  - 


Demolished  house  situate,  viz:  Hatherton  Ward — closed  1922, 
I  House,  I  Court,  Ryecroft  Street;  Closed  house  situate  viz: 
Hatherton  Ward,  3  House,  I  Court,  Ryecroft  Street. 


TABLE  IV, 

SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS  AT  FACTORIES  AND 

WORKSHOPS. 


Bloxwich 

and 

LeamOre 

Wards. 

Hatherton 

and 

Paddock 

Wards 

Birchills 

and 

Pleck 

Wards 

Bridge 

and 

Caldmore 

Ward. 

TOTALS 

Rooms  limewashed 

3 

47 

2 

42 

94 

New  water  closets 

6 

6 

— 

5 

1 7 

Water  closets  repaired 

2 

4 

>T 

/ 

12 

25 

Flushing  cisterns  fitted 

— 

7 

5 

12 

24 

Approach  to  W.’Cs  screened  • 

— 

4 

— 

3 

7 

New  privies  and  ashpits 

I 

— 

4 

— 

5 

Ashbins 

— • 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Drains  cleared 

2 

2 

4 

OUTWORKERS’  HOMES. 

25  lists  were  received  containing  names  of  23  male  and 
30  female  homeworkers  in  the  following  trades: — Clothing, 
chains,  cart-gear,  and  brushes.  Each  outworker  was  visited, 
the  home  being  found  in  a  satisfactory  state. 
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TABLE  V, 

REGISTERED  PREMISES  UNDER  REGULAR  INSPECTION 


Bloxwich 

and 

Leamore 

Wards. 

Hatherton 

and 

Paddock 

Wards. 

Birchills 

and 

Pleck 

Wards. 

Bridge 

and 

Caldmore 

Wards. 

TOTALS 

Dairies  and  Milk  Shops 

21 

29 

39 

49 

138 

Milk  shops  where  sterilized! 
or  bottled  milk  only  is  sold.  / 

33 

31 

75 

90 

229 

Cowsheds 

20 

10 

1 

5 

36 

Wholesale  (sterilising  factories) 

— 

3 

1 

4 

Bakehouses-factory  ... 

4 

5 

10 

8 

27 

,,  workshop 

7 

4 

14 

14 

39 

Slaughter  houses-registered  ... 

2 

— 

5 

7 

14 

,,  -licensed 

4 

1 

5 

10 

20 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

28 

16 

2  7 

24 

95 

Houses-let-in  lodgings 

— 

5 

— 

5 

10 

Workshops  ... 

39 

104 

76 

176 

395 

Outworker’s  homes  ... 

4 

; 

6 

18 

35 

REGISTERED  PREMISES  WHERE  REPAIRS  HAVE 
BEEN  CARRIED  INTO  EFFECT. 


3  slaughterhouses  have  been  put  into  thorough  repair,  2 
slaughterhouses  have  had  concrete  floors  replacing  defective 
brick  floors,  a  sticking  pen  at  a  slaughterhouse  used  for  pig 
killing  has  been  lined  with  glazed  bricks. 

I  Cowshed  has  been  re-roofed. 

At  Common-Lodging-Houses  the  following  repairs  have 
been  made  : — 4  water  closets  repaired,  2  being  fitted  with  flush¬ 
ing  cisterns,  I  new  water  closet  provided,  I  Common-Lodging- 
House  fitted  with  new  spouting. 

Fried  Fish  Shops,  10  re-decorated  and  limewashed,  I  floor 
efficiently  repaired. 

Elementary  Schools,  the  drainage  systems  at  4  schools 
made  in  a  satisfactory  sanitary  state. 

At  43  factories  or  workshops  the  W.  C.  accommodation  has 
been  improved. 
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TABLE  VI — Unwholesome  Food  Destroyed, 


TUBERCULOUS. 

BOVINE— 12  Carcases  and  all  organs,  15  Heads,  3  Forequarters, 
75  pieces  of  Beef,  216  sets  of  Lungs,  90  Livers,  and  103  other 
organs. 

)PlGS— 2  Carcases,  10  Heads,  5  sets  Fry,  6  pieces  of  Pork,  and  12 
other  organs. 


OTHER  DISEASES,  UNSOUND,  ETC. 

(BOVINE — 9  Carcases  and  all  organs,  II  Calf  carcases;  3  Heads,  17 
pieces  of  Beef,  38  sets  Lungs,  128  Livers,  12  other  organs. 

iPlGS— 24  Carcases  and  all  organs,  3  pieces  of  Pork,  12  organs. 

“ SHEEP  AND  Lambs — 13  Carcases  and  all  organs,  7  Plucks,  2  pieces 
of  Mutton,  26  organs. 

IMPORTED  Beef — 50  pieces,  13  Livers. 

ISHEEP  AND  LAMBS,  IMPORTED — 6  Carcases,  sundry  pieces  of 
Mutton,  and  12  Hearts 

) PIGS,  Imported — 4  Sides,  and  sundry  pieces  Pork.  Pigs  Kidneys 
weight  50  lbs. 

Rabbits— 506  English,  60  Foreign. 


^Sausages— 334  lbs. 

:  Bacon— 3%  lbs. 

Tomatoes— 282  lbs. 
Raisins— 200  lbs. 
APPLES — 8  Barrels. 


Strawberries— 7  Crates. 


Eggs— 2,855. 
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TABLE  VI — continued. 

FISH — Salmon  4,  Crabs  I  barrel,  Mussels  2  bags,  Kippers  I  box. 


CANNED  GOODS. 

Fish  195  tins.  Tomatoes  180  tins.  Fruit  346  tins. 


Condensed  Milk  152  tins.  Meat  127  tins.  Other  Foods  239 
tins. 

In  all  cases  the  food  stuffs  were  surrendered  voluntarily  on 
inspection. 


Summary  of  Weight  of  Meat  Condemned- 


Bovine 

Pigs 

Tuberculous 

,, 

8,330  lbs \  „  n 

745  „ )  9’075  lbs 

Bovine 

Other  Diseases,  &c. 

6,449 

„  ) 

Pigs 

yy 

,, 

1,075 

„  >  8,189  ibs 

Sheep 

»» 

665 

„ > 

Imported  Beef 

,, 

3,122 

„  ) 

yy 

Mutton  „ 

it 

350 

„  3.734  lbs 

yy  ^ 

20,998  lbs 

yy 

Pork 

yy 

262 

Other  Foods— Rabbits  2,264  lbs. 


Sausage 

334 

Bacon 

3 

Fish 

135 

Tomatoes 

282 

Strawberries 

70 

Raisins 

200 

Apples 

1,034 

Eggs 

un 

00 

CM 

Canned  Foods 

L905 

6,512!  lbs. 


Total  27,510!  lbs. 
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Disinfection  of  Bedding,  etc, 

The  ‘‘Thresh”  steam  disinfector  was  used  for  disinfecting  the 
following  articles,  viz 


From  Sanatorium.  From  Infected  Houses. 


Beds 

•• 

• 

6 

243 

Bolsters 

•  • 

• 

— 

159 

Pillows 

•  • 

19 

393 

Blankets 

•  • 

• 

33 

145 

Sheets 

•  • 

• 

— 

167 

Counterpanes 

1 

104 

Other  Articles 

•  • 

6 

460 

Total 

65 

1671 

=  1736 

No. 

of  days  Disinfector 

was 

used 

67 

No. 

of  persons  supplied 

with 

Lime  Brushes 

•  •  • 

3688 

>> 

>>  n  >) 

yy 

Lime 

. . . 

•  •  • 

4954 

5* 

n 

yy 

Disinfectants 

•  •  • 

1917 

INFECTED  HOUSES,  DECEMBER  31st,  1923. 


Bloxwich 

Hatherton 

Birchills 

Bridge 

Total. 

& 

& 

& 

& 

Leamore. 

Paddock. 

Pleck 

Caldmore. 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

2 

2 

3 

9 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

1 

2 

5 

Diphtheria 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Chicken-Pox 

3 

1 

9 

11 

24 

6 


5 


12 


16 


39 


44 


TABLE  VIII, 


Magisterial  Proceedings, 


Act  under  which 
Proceedings  were 
taken. 

Nature  of  Offence. 

Remarks. 

1.  Public  Health 
Acts. 

Overcrowding  in  temporary- 
structure  used  as  a  dwellin  g 
Pearsall’s  Boat  Building 
Yard,  Upper  Green  Lane. 

Order  made  for  abatement  within 
21  days. 

2.  Do. 

3.  Do. 

Defective  spoutings. 

Factory,  rear  44,  Blue  Lane. 

Damp  and  dilapidated  dwell¬ 
ing  houses. 

Nos.  Ill,  112,  113,  114,  115, 
Green  Lane. 

Work  done  between  service  and 
hearing  of  summons.  Summons 
withdrawn  on  payment  of  costs  3/6. 

Adjourned  3  months  to  enable  owner 
to  comply  with  notices.  Work  done 
summons  withdrawn. 

4.  Do. 

Non-compliance  with  Justices’ 
Order. 

Pearsall’s  Boat  Building 
Yard,  Upper  Green  Lane. 

(See  No.  1 ). 

After  2  adjournments  structure  vac¬ 
ated,  summons  withdrawn. 

5.  Do. 

Slaughtering  on  unlicensed 
premises. 

No.  52,  Stafford  Street. 

Defendant  fined  40/-. 

6.  Do. 

Damp  dwellinghouse. 

No.  442,  Pleck  Road. 

Work  done  between  service  and  hear 
ing  of  summons.  Summons  with 
drawn. 

7.  Do. 

Damp  dwellinghouse. 

No.  428  Pleck  Road. 

Order  made  for  abatement  within  R 
days. 

8.  Do. 

Damp  dwellinghouse. 

No.  211,  Pleck  Road. 

Order  made  for  abatement  within  R 
days. 

9.  Walsall  Corpor¬ 
ation  Act. 

W.C.  for  use  in  common,  in 
a  dirty  condition. 

Nos.  87-89,  High  Street, 

Bloxwich. 

2  tenants  fined  10/-  each. 

Particulars  of  proceedings  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs 
Acts,  have  been  supplied  to  the  Public  Analyst  and  will  be  found 
on  pages  81  &  82. 
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DRINKING  WATER. 

In  the  year  6  samples  of  South  Staffordshire  water  and  4 
samples  of  well  water  were  obtained  and  submitted  for  bacterio¬ 
logical  examination  at  Birmingham  University.  In  I  case  the 
well  was  closed  and  South  Staffordshire  water  provided  for  use 
for  two  houses. 


DRAIN  TESTS. 

85  drain  tests  were  made,  36  being  in  connection  with  houses 
where  infectious  disease  or  other  illness  had  occured,  35  where 
nuisances  were  alleged,  .  5  in  rat  infested  premises,  1  at  an 
elementary  school,  and  7  f°r  testing  relayed  drains,  the  number 
of  houses  involved  being  256.  In  48  of  the  tests,  smoke  was  the 
agent  used,  in  25  drain  grenades  served  and  in  12  cases  coloured 
water  was  applied. 

In  4  cases  drains  were  opened  for  examinatiotn  under  Section 
41  of  the  Public  Health  Act. 

1 18  defects  were  found  as  the  result  of  drain  testing. 


NOTICES  UNDER  SECTION  36,  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT- 
INSUFFICIENT  WATER  CLOSETS  AND  ASHPITS. 

It  was  necessary  for  the  Borough  Surveyor  to  supply  12  r 
ashbins  to  dwellinghouses  where  owners  had  made  cefault  in 
complying  with  notice,  and  at  12  houses  the  water  closets  were 
overhauled  and  flushing  cisterns  fitted  or  repaired  by  the  Borough 
Surveyor  at  the  owner’s  expense,  the  notice  served  not  having 
been  complied  with. 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  (AMENDMENT)  ACT,  1922 

The  Register  of  persons  in  the  milk  trade  was  completed 
early  in  the  year  and  is  now  complete,  corrections  being  made 
monthly. 
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Under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  orders  a  Pasteuriser’s 
License  was  granted  in  respect  of  a  Dairy  where  pasteurising  of 
milk  was  carried  out,  the  holder  of  the  licence  did  not  advertise  or 
offer  milk  for  sale  under  the  designation  “Pasteurised”  and  at  the 
end  of  the  year  did  not  renew  the  application  for  a  license. 

FERTILIZERS  AND  FEEDING  STUFFS  ACT,  1906 

No  samples  taken  during  the  year. 

INCREASE  OF  RENT  &  MORTGAGE  INTEREST 
(RESTRICTIONS)  ACT,  1922. 

4  applications  were  received  for  a  certificate  that  the  house 
was  not  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation.  In 
2  cases  a  certificate  was  issued,  and  in  two  refused. 

SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION  AT  THEATRES, 

MUSIC  HALLS,  ETC. 

There  has  been  no  occasion  for  any  serious  action  during  the 
year,  the  improvements  made  in  previous  years  have  been 
maintained  and  only  minor  matters  such  as  neglect  in  cleansing 
of  the  conveniences  used  by  the  public  in  a  few  cases  have 
called  for  attention,  and  these  have  been  remedied  immediately. 

RATS  AND  MICE  (DESTRUCTION)  ACT,  1919. 

There  is  a  marked  difference  in  the  number  of  rats  in  the 
Borough  as  compared  with  a  few  years  ago.  It  has  been  found 
that  where  rat  infestation  has  occured,  it  has  in  the  majority  of 
cases  been  due  to  defective  or  disused  drains  in  the  vicinity,  and 
much  good  has  accrued  by  the  rat-proofing  of  Buildings,  thus 
cutting  off  of  rats  from  food  supplies. 

Attention  has  been  given  to  the  prevention  of  rat  infestation 
at  allotments,  tips,  sewers,  and  sewage  disposal  works  belonging 
to  the  Corporation,  about  7>0°°  poisoned  baits  being  laid.  The 
Secretaries  of  allotments  have  informed  me  that  although  in  few 
instances  dead  rats  have  been  found,  depredations  by  rats  have 
practically  ceased  and  root  crops,  etc,  stored  in  huts  on  the 
allotments  have  not  been  interfered  with,  indicating  that  no  live 
rats  to  any  number  remain. 
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1  he  presence  of  rats  in  the  vicinity  of  dwellinghouses  has  led  to 
faults  being  discovered  in  drainage  systems  up  till  then  unsuspected, 
and  the  remedying  of  these  defects  has  served  a  double  purpose, 
viz:  the  making  of  drains  sanitary,  and  at  the  same  time  preventing 
rats  emerging  therefrom. 

During  Health  Week  (commencing  October  15th)  a  special 
exhibit  relative  to  Rat  and  Mice  destruction  was  displayed  at  the 
Town  Hall,  which  led  to  many  enquiries  being  made  by  persons 
interested. 


CANAL  BOATS  ACTS. 

Report  for  the  year  ended  December  31st,  1923, 

The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  regularly  visits  the  Canal  in 
different  parts  of  the  Borough. 


INSPECTIONS  — BOATS. 

Number  of  Boats  inspected  ...  ...  ...  40 

Number  of  Boats  conforming  with  Acts  and  Regulations  38 

,.  „  with  one  or  more  infringements  ...  2 

OCCUPANTS. 

Number  of  men  on  Boats  ...  ...  ...  58 

Number  of  women  on  Boats  ...  ...  ...  24 

Number  of  children  on  Boats: — 

under  5  years  of  age  •=•  ...  ...  13 

over  5  and  under  12  years  ...  ...  ...  21 


The  total  registered  accommodation  on  the  40  boats  was  for  123-g- 
adult  persons,  and  the  total  number  occupying  equalled  98^-  adults. 
4  boats  had  fore  cabins,  only  I  was  in  use  as  a  sleeping  place  The 
condition  of  the  boats  may  be  classified  as — Good,  38,  Fair,  2.  The 
sanitary  state  of  the  boats  was  good,  and  the  cabins  and  their 
appurtenances  cleanly. 

The  occupants  appeared  to  be  in  good  health. 
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The  Minister  of  Health  in  a  letter  dated  18th  June,  192 3,  made 
a  request  that  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  should  “make  system¬ 
atic  inspection  of  the  persons  on  canal  boats  in  the  district  with  a 
view  to  discovering  possible  cases  of  small-pox,”  Dr.  Clark,  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  made  inspections  on  all  the  boats  examined 
during  the  period  in  which  there  appeared  to  be  a  probability  of 
small-pox  occurring,  it  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  that  the 
health  of  each  person  was  quite  satisfactory. 

NATURE  OF  INFRINGEMENTS. 

Painting  •••  ...  •••  •••  1 

No  proper  water  vessel  ...  ...  ...  1 

Total  2 


Infringements  remedied  ...  ••  ...  ...  2 

Still  corresponding  about  •••  ...  ...  ...  — 

Number  of  legal  proceedings  ...  ...  ...  — 

Remedial  measures  for  contraventions  were  obtained  by  issuing 
a  “Blue  Notice”  form. 

No  case  of  infectious  disease  has  been  found  on  the  boats. 

SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS. 

I  have  supplied  to  the  Public  Analyst  certain  particulars  with 
reference  to  samples  and  action  taken  thereon,  and  these  are  em¬ 
bodied  in  his  report,  see  pages  80  to  85.  It  is  therefore  unnecessary 
for  me  to  present  a  report  in  similar  form  to  that  of  previous  years. 

The  following  remarks  are  in  addition  to  those  contained  in  the 
report  of  the  Analyst. 

The  total  samples  submitted  for  analysis  was  220,  of  which  197 
were  reported  genuine  and  23  adulterated. 

Action  Readulterated  Milk  Samples. 

Summonses  were  issued  in  T5  cases  of  milk  adulteration  (for 
result  see  Table  B,  pages  81  82.  In  4  other  cases  the  vendor  was  sev¬ 
erely  cautioned,  and  in  the  remaining  2  cases  the  dairyman  was 
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protected  by  warranty,  adulterated  samples  (included  in  the  15 
above  mentioned)  were  obtained  from  the  farmer. 

Margarine  not  Submitted  for  Analysis. 

Thirteen  purchases  of  Margarine  were  made.  In  10  cases  the 
requirements  of  the  Acts  as  regards  labelling  and  the  use  of  a 
marked  wrapper  were  complied  with,  in  the  other  3  cases  a  proper 
Margarine  wrapper  was  not  used,  the  vendors  were  cautioned. 


j  Quality  of  Milk  Samples. 

Of  97  samples  of  Milk  and  2  of  Separated  Milk,  21  were 
j  certified  adulterated. 

The  percentage  of  adulterated  milk  samples  was  2I’2%  as  com- 

. 

I  pared  with  an  average  of  10%  of  adulterated  samples  in  the  past 
!  ten  years. 

The  increase  this  year  (for  details  see  Table  B  pages  81  &  82),  is 
largely  due  to  taking  of  additional  samples  immediately  on  receipt 
of  an  adverse  report  from  the  Analyst,  this  resulted  in  several 
deficient  samples  being  obtained  from  the  same  person. 

For  instance:  —  5  samples  Nos.  47,  62,  65,  66,  and  81,  were  from 
the  same  farmer;  8  samples  Nos.  115,  1 1 9,  120,  121,  125,  126,  131, 
132,  from  another  farmer;  and  3  samples  Nos.  108,  117,  124  from 
a  third  farmer,  leaving  only  5  single  cases  of  adulteration. 

Prosecutions. 

Samples  Nos.  119,  120,  121,  125,  126,  131,  132. 

A  Summons  was  issued  in  each  case,  and  at  the  first  hearing 
June  13th,,  1923,  the  d  efending  Solicitor  requested  that  the  third 
portions  of  the  samples  in  the  possession  of  the  Inspector  should  be 
sent  to  the  Government  Chemist  for  analysis. 


The  summonses  were  heard  on  August  1st  and  the  analyses  by 
the  Government  Chemist  of  6  of  the  samples  gave  practically  the 
same  results  as  those  of  the  Public  Analyst  (the  milk  forming  I  sample 
was  partly  lost  during  transit  to  the  Government  Chemist  owing  to 
the  cork  blowing  out).  The  case  of  Hunt  v  Richardson  was  pleaded 
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by  the  Defendant’s  Solicitor,  and  the  Justices  dismissed  the 
summonses  on  the  Defendant  paying  costs  £l  on  each  summons,  plus 
£i  I  0  for  attendance  of  Public  Analyst  at  Court,  and  4,6  6  0  the 
charge  for  analysis  by  the  Government  Chemist  of  6  of  the  samples. 

The  Health  Committee  carefully  considered  the  facts  of  the  case 
together  with  the  result  of  the  magisterial  proceedings,  and  made 
the  following  resolution: — “That  the  attention  of  the  Minister  of 
Health  be  called  to  the  desirability  of  the  law  being  amended  so 
that  milk  below  a  legal  standard  to  be  fixed  by  Parliament  shall  not 
be  sold,  and  that  the  Borough  Member  be  asked  to  support  this 
resolution”. 

Other  Action  Readulterations. 

Milk  samples  Nos.  108  —  13*33%  deficient  in  cream,  and  No.  1 1 5 
containing  2*20%  of  added  water.  The  Dairyman  produced  a 
warranty  and  9  samples  were  taken  from  the  farmer  who  supplied 
the  milk  to  the  dairyman  :  no  proceedings  against  vendor.  7  of  the 
samples  from  the  farmer  were  satisfactory,  one  (No.  117)  contained 
2*58%  of  added  water  and  a  second-(No.  124)  was  13*33%  deficient  in 
cream.  The  farmer’s  explanation  was  accepted  by  the  Health 
Committee  and  a  severe  caution  by  letter  was  given.  Milk  sample 
No.  146 — 5%  deficient  in  cream.  Three  further  samples  from  same 
farmer  were  satisfactory.  The  farmer’s  explanation  was  accepted 
by  the  Health  Committee. 

Preserved  Cream  Sold  as  Cream. 

Sample  of  Cream  No.  197  (informal) — was  preserved  cream  and 
contained  ‘10%  Boric  Acid. 

Sample  of  Cream  No.  198  (formal) — was  preserved  cream,  con¬ 
tained  ‘170%  Boric  Acid.  The  two  samples  were  from  the  same 
dairy  The  Health  Committee  having  considered  the  vendor’s  ex¬ 
planation  ordered  a  severe  caution  to  be  given  by  letter. 

The  Public  Health  (Condensed  Milk)  Regulations,  1923. 

These  came  into  operation  on  October  1st,  1923.  5  samples 

were  purchased  and  were  found  to  be  correctly  labelled  and 
satisfactory. 
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CONCLUSION. 

To  the  Health  Committee  my  sincere  thanks  for  help  and 
support  throughout  the  year  are  due,  and  in  conclusion  I  wish  to 
mention  the  unfailing  loyalty  and  help  given  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors  and  Clerks  in  the  faithful  performance  of  duties  which 
tend  to  increase  each  year. 


I  am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  Obediently, 

ARTHUR  T.  HUBBLE, 

Mem.  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Association, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Health  Department, 

Council  House,  Walsall. 
March  27th,  1924. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

NOTIFICATIONS  (Table  i). 

The  notifications  of  the  Respiratory  forms  of  Tuberculosis  during 
the  year  1923  again  show  a  slight  decrease  from  those  of  the  pre¬ 
ceding  year,  there  being  notified  194  cases,  as  compared  with  211  in 
1922,  whilst  the  notifications  of  other  forms  show  a  slight  increase, 
59  cases  being  notified  in  1923  as  against  5 7  in  1922. 


Table  1. 


Age  Groups 

0-1 

1-5 

5-10 

IQ- 

15 

15- 

20 

20- 

25 

25- 

35 

35- 

45 

45- 

55 

55- 

65 

Abe 

65 

Total 

Respiratory — Males 

— 

1 

6 

4 

10 

11 

23 

13 

22 

9 

2 

101 

Respiratory — Females  ... 

— 

1 

5 

11 

10 

19 

22 

14 

7 

2 

2 

93 

Non-Respiratory  Males 

2 

7 

8 

4 

2 

- — 

3 

— 

2 

1 

— 

29 

Non-Respiratory  Females 

1 

12 

2 

7 

2 

2 

3 

— - 

— ■ 

— 

1 

30 

Number  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified  in  each  locality 
with  deaths  taking  place. 


Bloxwich 

Leamore 

Birchills 

Hatherton 

Paddock 

Bridge 

Pleck 

Caldmore 

Walsall 

Workhouse 

Walsall 

General 

Hospital 

Total 

Cases  notified 
Deaths 

15 

12 

33 

12 

29 

l7 

21 

9 

28 

15 

31 

12 

43 

16 

5i 

18 

2 

2 

— 

253 

113 

Mortality  (Table  IT. 

One  has  pleasure  in  recording  a  very  substantial  decrease  in 
the  mortality  from  the  disease,  there  being  93  deaths  from 
Respiratory  Tuberculosis,  as  against  129  in  1922,  and  20  deaths  from 
Non-Respiratory  Tuberculosis,  the  same  as  in  the  previous  year. 
The  Death  Rate  has  accordingly  fallen  from  T29  per  t,000  living  to 
0  92  for  Respiratory  Tuberculosis,  the  lowest  Death  Rate  recorded 
for  some  years.  For  all  forms  of  the  disease  the  Death  Rate  is  IT2. 
as  against  1*49  in  1922. 
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TABLE  II, 

Age  and  sex  distribution  of  all  persons  dying  from  Tuberculosis 


Age  Groups 

o-5 
m  f 

5-10 
m  f 

10-15 

in  t 

15-20 
m  f 

20-25 
m  1 

25-35 
m  f 

35-45 
m  f 

45-55 

in  f 

55-65 
m  f 

Ab. 

65 

m  f 

Total 
m  f 

Respiratory  ... 

1  - 

1  2 

-  4 

2  3 

5  9 

10  12 

11  6 

12  5 

3  2 

4  1 

49  44 

Non- 

Respiratory  .. 

5  5 

2  1 

1  1 

-  1 

— 

-  1 

-  1 

2  - 

-  - 

-  - 

10  10 

We  have  also  to  record  a  decided  improvement  in  the  way  in 
which  the  notifications  of  the  disease  is  carried  out,  only  18%  of  the 
Respiratory  Cases,  as  against  39%  the  previous  year,  being  either 
not  notified,  or  being  notified  a  few  weeks  previous  to  death.  There 
is  no  doubt  there  was  a  decided  improvement  in  notification  following 
the  sending  of  a  Circular  Letter  to  all  Practitioners  by  the  Minister 
of  Health  in  August  1923. 


Respiratory  Other 

Tuberculosis.  Forms. 

Total  Deaths  ...  ...  ...  93  20 

Not  notified  ...  ...  •••  ...  4  4 

Notifications  received  after  death  ...  5  8 

Death  within  two  weeks  of  notification  4  I 

Death  within  six  weeks  of  notification  ...  4  — 


The  ratio  of  the  unnotified  deaths  to  the  total  deaths  is  1 8*6% 

TABLE  111, 


Occupation  of  all  persons  belonging  to  the  Borough  of 
Walsall  and  dying  from  Tuberculosis  during  1923. 


At  or  under  School  age 

21 

Shop-keepers 

2 

Ex-servicemen  ... 

3 

Pressers 

3 

Housewives 

24 

Brush  Makers  ... 

2 

Packer 

1 

Butcher 

1 

Labourers 

5 

Publicans 

2 

Coal  Miners 

4 

Motor  Lorry  Driver 

1 

Clerk 

1 

Nil 

9 

Iron  Workers 

6 

Electrical  Engineer 

1 

Iron  Moulders  &  Carters  ... 

3 

Carter 

1 

Leather  Workers 

3 

Locksmith 

1 

Spur  Filer 

1 

Bridle  Stitchers 

2 

Domestic 

1 

Polishers 

2 

School  Teacher 

1 

Drillers  &  Rivetters 

2 

Brass  Workers 

3 

Coal  Wheeler 

1 

Painters 

2 

Engine  Driver 

1 

Insurance  Agent 

1 

Boiler  Attendant 

1 

2 
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II.  THE  WORK  OF  THE  TUBERCULOSIS  DISPENSARY 
TABLE  IV, — Summary  of  Work  done  during  1923, 


Adults  over  15. 

Child'en 

Males. 

Females 

under  1 5 

Totals. 

Number  of  New  Cases  applying 

131 

122 

438 

Re-attendances 

1283 

974 

3686 

5943 

Re-attendances  of  Insured  Persons  only... 

1127 

269 

— 

1396 

New  Cases  taken  on  at  Dispensary  • 

3 

14 

92 

109 

Referred  to  other  Institutions  ... 

— 

— 

19 

New  Cases  Examined  (Round  Number)... 

— 

— 

— 

439 

Old  Patients  Re-examined 

— 

— 

— 

1307 

Surgical  Dressings  done  at  Dispensary  ... 

— 

— 

— 

1033 

Patients  who  have  ceased  attending  on 

their  own  accord 

9 

4 

4 

i7 

Home  Visits — 

Nurses  f  Prst  Visit 

IOI 

79 

79 

259 

t  Re-visits 

2333 

2106 

2522 

6961 

Patients  Discharged  after  Treatment 

Disease  arrested 

32 

19 

10 

61 

Markedly  Improved 

2i 

16 

58 

95 

Left  District 

3 

5 

2 

10 

CONTACTS — 

No.  of  Infecting  Cases 

37 

30 

26 

93 

No.  of  Contacts  Examined  ... 

18 

42 

76 

136 

No.  of  Contacts  found  Tuberculous  ... 

9 

25 

26 

60 

No.  of  Contacts  under  Observation  .. 

• 

1 

. 

13 

14 

Total  Attendances  at  Dispensary  ...  7,414 

Average  Weekly  Attendances  ..  143 


During  the  Year  the  Dispensary  has  been  open  as  formerly 
on  each  day  of  the  week,  and  1  Nurse  always  in  attendance  for 
dealing  with  surgical  dressings,  of  which  1,033  were  done.  Of  the 
438  persons  who  were  examined  for  the  first  time  at  the  Dispensary 
178  were  insured  persons.  Of  the  total,  162  (including  53  insured 
persons)  were  found  to  be  not  suffering  from  tuberculosis.  In  ail 
41  ex-servicemen  were  examined,  the  majority  at  the  request  of 
the  Ministry  of  Pensions,  Tuberculosis  was  excluded  in  16  of 
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these,  whilst  others  in  whom  the  diagnosis  was  doubtful  were 
s  admitted  for  observation  to  one  of  the  Ministry  of  Pensions 
Hospitals.  No  less  than  208  examinations  were  made  for  the  Ministry 
of  Pensions,  pensioners  not  able  to  attend  the  Dispensary  being 
examined  at  their  own  homes. 

Domiciliary  Treatment— 

During  the  year  264  insured  persons  received  this  form  of 
treatment  from  their  own  Medical  Attendants.  Reports  on  the 
progress  and  physical  conditions  of  these  patients  are  received 
from  the  Medical  Men  each  quarter.  It  is  incumbent  upon  the 
Practitioner,  whenever  he  becomes  aware,  or  suspects,  that  his 
patient  is  suffering  from  Tuberculosis,  to  forthwith  report  direct  to 
the  Tuberculosis  Officer.  On  the  receipt  of  this  first  report  a 
(consultation  is  arranged,  and  the  form  of  treatment  considered  most 
appropriate  to  the  particular  case  adopted  as  speedily  as  possible. 

(Extra  Nourishment- 

31  patients,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Tuberculosis  Officer 
were  supplied  with  extra  nourishment,  chiefly  in  the  form  of  Milk 
Butter  and  Eggs,  at  a  total  cost  of  approximately  £100,  The  Civic 
Guild  of  Help  have  rendered  great  service  to  the  Tuberculosis 
After  Care  Committee  in  carrying  out  any  necessary  investigations. 

Surgical  Tuberculosis. 

During  the  year  the  Health  Committee  have  retained  two  beds 
at  the  Shropshire  Surgical  Hospital,  Baschurch,  and  for  a  short 
period  one  bed  at  St.  Gerard's  Hospital,  Coleshill. 

Two  adults  suffering  from  Tuberculous  disease  of  the  Hip,  and  3 
children,  2  suffering  from  Tuberculous  disease  of  the  Hip  and  I 
from  Tuberculous  disease  of  the  Spine  have  received  treatment 
during  the  year. 

The  period  of  residential  treatment  necessary  for  the  surgical 
type  of  the  disease,  is  as  a  rule  of  long  duration,  but  the  results 
obtained  invariably  justify  the  expenditure.  The  case  of  I  adult 
may  be  given  as  an  illustration,  this  youth  had  suffered  from 
Tuberculous  disease  of  the  Hip,  with  discharging  sinuses,  for  many 
years,  and  had  been  unable  to  follow  any  employment  for  several 
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years.  He  was  sent  to  the  Shropshire  Orthopaedic  Hospital 
and  after  10  months  treatment  discharged  fit  with  his  sinuses 
healed.  He  has  now  been  at  work  for  over  6  months  and  is 
able  to  follow  his  work  without  any  discomfort. 

TABLE  V, 


Sex  and  age  constitution  of  all  persons  applying  for 
advice  or  treatment,  with  results  of  examination. 


Age  Groups. 

o-5 

5-10 

10- 

D 

15- 

20 

10 

1  m 

0 

25- 

35 

35- 

45 

45“ 

55 

Ab. 

55 

Totals 

Pulmonary 

M 

_ 

13 

8 

I  I 

10 

25 

17 

M 

6 

104 

(Definite) 

F 

2 

7 

18 

I  I 

20 

20 

19 

6 

3 

106 

Pulmonary 

M 

_ 

7 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

(Suspected) 

F 

1 

4 

4 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

13 

> 

Other  forms 

M 

F 

6 

6 

4 

6 

5 

' 7 

I 

3 

3 

2 

— 

1 

1 

18 

27 

N  on-Tuberculous 

M 

9 

25 

10 

4 

3 

16 

12 

7 

'j 

89 

F 

9 

18 

1S 

4 

3 

10 

5 

7 

2 

73 

TABLE  VI. — Occupations. 


In  the  following  Table  an  analysis  of  the  occupations  of 
the  276  patients  suffering  from  Tuberculosis  is  given. 


Children 

...  99 

Sorters 

2 

Ex-Service  Men 

6 

Moulders  ... 

2 

Housewives 

...  38 

Miners 

11 

Tailors  and  Tailoresses 

6 

Clerks 

5 

Press  Workers 

2 

Leather  Workers 

14 

Casters 

9 

Chain  Makers 

1 

Labourers  ... 

8 

Domestic  Servants 

11 

Filer 

1 

Pailway  Workers  ... 

6 

Shop  Assistants 

3 

Various 

14 

Metal  Workers 

20 

Waitresses... 

2 

Bricklayers  ... 

2 

Carpenters  ... 

4 

Bakers 

Engineers  ... 

2 

5 

Warehouse  Hands  .. 

3 

Patients  Discharged  from  Treatment. 

During  the  year  183  patients  (83  being  insured  persons) 
were  discharged  from  treatment,  the  results  being  as  follows  : — 
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Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

Males. 

Females. 

Children. 

Left  District  ... 

3 

5 

2 

Left  off  attending 

9 

4 

4 

Disease  arrested 

31 

18 

4 

Much  improved 

20 

13 

39 

Other  Forms  of  Tubercle. 


Males. 

Females. 

Children. 

Disease  arrested 

• . . 

1 

1 

6 

Much  improved 

... 

1 

3 

19 

Home  Visits. 

During  the  year  the  Nurses  paid  259  first  visits  and  6,961 
re-visits  to  the  home  of  patients.  As  in  former  years  many 
serious  cases  of  overcrowding  have  been  met  with,  and  much 
of  their  work  has  been  confined  to  the  giving  of  advice  and  to 
the  seeking  out  of  contacts. 

In  only  40  cases  were  patients  found  to  have  a  separate 
bedroom,  in  30  others  a  separate  bed  was  provided,  the  room 
being  shared  in  15  cases  by  I  other,  in  9  cases  by  2  others,  and 
in  6  cases  by  3  others.  Beds  and  bedrooms  were  shared  with 
other  members  of  the  household,  in  35  cases  with  I  other,  in  39 
cases  with  2  others,  in  6  cases  with  3  others,  in  9  cases  with  4 
others.  In  15  cases  overcrowding  was  very  bad. 

In  28  of  the  houses  visited  there  was  no  through  ventilation, 
in  10  cases  the  bedroom  windows  were  fixed.  The  majority 
of  the  houses  are  kept  clean,  but  in  6  cases  they  were  very  dirty. 

Laboratory  Examinations. 

During  the  year  the  following  examinations  for  the  pres¬ 
ence  or  absence  of  Tubercle  Bacilli  were  made  at  the  Dispen¬ 
sary  : — 

Positive.  Negative. 

Sputum  ...  ...  ...  ...  87  273 

Urine  ...  ..  ...  ...  —  5 
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PELSALL  HALL  SANATORIUM 

The  accomodation  available  at  Pelsall  Hall  Sanatorium  during 
the  year  has  been  as  formerly,  37  beds —  of  which  17  are  for  ^en 
14  for  women,  and  6  for  children. 

On  January  1st,  1923,  there  were  10  male  and  12  female  patients 
under  treatment.  During  the  year  56  males,  41  females,  and  19 
children  were  admitted,  and  51  males,  38  females,  and  16  children 
discharged.  Of  these  4  males,  1  female,  and  2  children  remained 
in  residence  less  than  21  days. 

There  were  4  deaths,  all  males. 

In  27  of  the  male,  and  in  15  of  the  female  cases  Tubercle 
Bacilli  were  found  in  the  sputum. 

17  ex-servicemen,  chargeable  to  the  Ministry  of  Pensions, 
received  treatment  at  Pelsall  during  the  year. 

Of  the  total  admissions,  6  had  previously  received  a  course  of 
Sanatorium  treatment,  19  were  in  an  advanced  stage  of  the  disease, 
40  were  early  cases  and  6  were  admitted  for  purposes  of  observation. 


TABLE  VIL 


• 

In  Residence 
January  ist, 

1923- 

Admitted 

during 

Year 

Discharged 

during 

Year 

Died. 

Remaining 
Dec  31st, 
1923 

Sputum 

M 

4 

27 

19 

3 

9 

Positive 

F 

0 

'5 

1 1 

0 

4 

Sputum 

M 

6 

29 

32 

1 

Negative 

F 

12 

44 

43 

0 

13 

After  observation  3  males  and  1  female  were  considered  not 
to  be  suffering  from  Tuberculosis. 


_ : _ 


59 


TABLE  VIII, — Immediate  Result  on  Discharge, 


Disease 

Quiescent. 

Very  much 
improved 

Improved 

Not  so 
well. 

Sputum  Positive 

Sputum  Negative 

M 

F 

2 

2 

4 

2 

5 

3 

8 

4 

M 

F 

16 

16 

7 

21 

2 

2 

4 

3 

In  the  following  table  is  given  the  condition  at  the  end  of 
1923  of  all  cases  receiving  at  least  two  months  Sanatorium 
treatment  during  the  years  1915-1922,  that  is  after  an  interval 
of  from  eight  years  to  one  year.  It  will  be  observed  that  of 
the  total  males  381%  are  fit  for  work,  whilst  397%  are  dead,  and 
of  the  females  407%  are  still  working,  and  33*5%  are  dead. 


TABLE  IX. 


Num¬ 

ber 

Fit 

for 

Work 

% 

Unfit 

for 

Work 

% 

Lost 

trace 

of 

°/ 

/o 

Dead 

% 

T.B.  Positive 

M 

F 

140 

59 

20 

7 

M-3 
11. 8 

23 

5 

16  4 

84 

6 

2 

4-3 

3-3 

9i 

44 

65.0 

74-5 

T.B.  Negative 

M 

F 

154 

93 

92 

55 

59-7 

590 

24 

21 

15.6 

22.6 

12 

10 

7.8 

10.8 

26 

7 

16.9 

7.5 

A  beautiful  gramaphone  was  presented  to  the  Sanatorium 
by  the  Walsall  Branch  of  the  National  Union  of  Teachers, 
This  gift  has  been  greatly  appreciated  both  by  the  patients 
and  staff. 

During  the  year  the  Matron  has  collected  funds  for  the 
provision  of  a  Wireless  Apparatus  at  the  Sanatorium  and  it 
is  hoped  that  the  apparatus  will  be  in  use  early  in  1924. 
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TUBERCULOSIS  AFTER  CARE  COMMITTEE. 

During  the  year  the  work  of  this  Committee  has,  gone  on  as 
formerly,  well  attended  meetings  being  held  monthly,  the  members 
taking  a  keen  interest  in  the  work,  keeping  old  patients  under 
observation  by  paying  friendly  visits  to  their  homes  and  reporting 
the  results  of  their  visits  at  the  monthly  meetings. 

The  Income  has  been  approximately  £35  and  the  expenditure  £44. 

50  cases  have  received  help  during  the  year,  either  in  the  form 
ot  money  grants  or  by  the  provisions  of  extra  nourishment. 
In  addition  75  cases,  after  having  been  considered  by  this  Committee 
have  been  referred  to  other  organisations. 

As  in  previous  years,  an  independent  report  as  to  the 
circumstances  of  the  case  is  made  by  the  Civic  Guild  of  Help  before 
grants  are  made,  and  we  are  indebted  to  Miss  Elliot  (Honorary 
Registrar)  and  Mrs.  Finch  (Secretary)  for  the  valuable  assistance 
which  they  have  given  this  Committee,  339  reports  having  been 
submitted  by  them  during  the  year. 

Help  has  been  obtained  from  various  outside  funds  in  some 
cases,  in  others  National  Health  Insurance  has  been  adjusted  by 
payment  of  arrears,  grants  in  kind  have  been  obtained  for  many 
cases  from  the  Mayor’s  Relief  Fund,  and  in  many  cases  clothing 
has  been  obtained  from  interested  friends.  Recommendations  for 
grants  of  milk  from  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee 
have  been  made  where  there  has  been  a  young  baby  in  the  home. 

Grants  of  money  have  been  made  from  the  funds  of  this 
Committee  in  II  cases  at  a  cost  of  £13,  and  milk,  butter  and  eggs 
have  been  supplied  to  31  cases. 

The  After  Care  Committee  now  subscribe  a  sum  of  £2  2s.  to 
the  Royal  Orthopaedic  and  Spinal  Hospital,  Birmingham,  the 
Out-Patient  tickets  received  being  fully  utilised. 
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WALSALL  EDUCATION  COMMITTEE. 


REPORT  OF  THE 

SCHOOL  MEDICAL  OFFICER, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  3 1  ST  DECEMBER,  1923. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Smith  and  Gentlemen, 

We  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Report  of  the  work  of  the 
School  Medical  Service  for  the  year  ended  31st  December  1923. 

1.  STAFF. 

School  Medical  Officer  and  Medical  Officer  of  Health:  — 

J.  A.  M.  Clark,  M.D.,  d.p.H. 

(appointed  23rd  June,  1923.) 

Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health  : — 

A  F.  Adamson,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 

(appointed  5th  December  1923.) 


School  Medical  Inspector: — 

D.  Barbara  Norman,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 


Dental  Surgeon  :— 

Harry  N.  Grove,  L.D.S.,  R.C.S. 

(attends  5  half  days  per  week.) 

Five  School  Nurses  and  one  woman  clerk. 

There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  School  Medical  Staff  during 
the  year  but  owing  to  delay  in  the  appointment  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  his  assistant,  they  were  unable  to  give  assist¬ 
ance  in  the  year’s  work. 
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2.  CO-ORDINATION, 

Now  that  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  been  appointed 
School  Medical  Officer  and  takes  an  active  part  in  the  work,  and 
as  the  Assistant  Medical  Officer  also  devotes  half  of  his  time  to 
School  Medical  Work,  the  co-ordination  of  the  Medical  Services  is 
complete  with  a  consequent  gain  all  round. 

3.  SCHOOL  HYGIENE. 

For  some  years  now  little  has  been  done  to  improve  the 
hygienic  conditions  of  some  of  the  older  schools.  Some  of  these, 
both  Voluntary  and  Council  are  by  no  means  satisfactory,  the 
lighting  and  ventilation  being  bad.  When  the  financial  position  is 
less  stringent  than  it  is  to-day,  it  will  be  necessary  for  the  Education 
Committee  to  seriously  consider  the  condition  of  some  of  these 
schools.  Much  can  be  done,  and  can  be  done  cheaply,  to  improve 
conditions  by  the  simple  procedure  of  enlarging  the  window  space, 
and  converting  what  are  at  present,  dull  and  ill  ventilated  rooms 
into  bright  fresh  air  class  rooms. 

A  good  deal  of  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  Sanitary  Arrange¬ 
ments  at  the  Schools,  and  considerable  improvements  in  some  cases 
have  been  effected. 

4.  ROUTINE  MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 

During  the  year  6,050  children  were  examined  by  the  School 
Medical  Inspector.  This  number  includes  4,311  children  examined 
as  routine  cases,  1,287  special  examinations,  and  452  as  re-examin¬ 
ations  of  children  who  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  defects  at 
the  routine  inspections. 

The  number  6,050  compares  very  favourably  with  the  year  1922, 
for  it  shows  an  increase  of  801  on  the  number  of  children  inspected. 

The  great  majority  of  the  routine  inspections  took  place  on 
the  school  premises.  In  one  or  two  schools  where  it  was  found 
impossible  to  make  suitable  arrangements  the  children  were  exam¬ 
ined  at  the  School  Clinic. 
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FINDINGS  OF  MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 


Of  the  6,050  children  inspected  925  were  found  to  require 
treatment  for  one  or  more  defects.  These  defects  do  not  include 
defective  clothing  and  footgear,  uncleanliness  and  minor  dental 
s  caries. 

i 

There  has  undoubtedly  been  a  very  great  improvement  in  the 
health  and  physical  condition  of  the  school  children  of  the  town 
during  recent  years,  partly  as  a  result  of  the  medical  inspection  and 
treatment  of  the  children,  and  partly  also  as  a  result  of  the  incul¬ 
cation  in  the  parents  of  the  importance  of  personal  health  and 
J  cleanliness. 

Routine  medical  inspection  finds  that  about  35%  of  the  children 
have  a  greater  or  less  degree  of  physical  defect.  Such  defects 

:  include : — 

(a)  Defective  Vision  10% 

(b)  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Defect  •••  20% 

(c)  Heart  Disease  and  Anaemia  4% 

Of  the  defective  vision  we  may  say  that  |%  suffer  from  relative¬ 
ly  serious  defect. 

(a)  UNCLEANLINESS.— The  record  throughout  the  year  is  of 
progressive  improvement  and  such  a  record  indicates  a  great  deal 
of  attention  on  the  part  of  the  school  medical  staff.  Dirt  is  the 
parent  of  disease  and  the  decline  in  uncleanliness  means  an 
improved  physical  condition,  and  also  a  diminution  in  the  incidence 
of  those  diseases  which  are  dirt  defects,  e,g.  scabies,  impetigo, 
etc. 

It  is  the  experience  of  the  school  nurses  that  the  same  chddren 
are  unclean  time  after  time  j  a  condition  which  indicates  that  the 
home  conditions  are  wrong  and  that  the  parents  are  either 
indifferent  or  ignorant.  It  is  for  this  reason  that  the  school  nurses 
visit  the  homes  and  endeavour  to  rouse  the  inteiest  of  the  parents. 
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In  1922,  298  children  were  found  to  have  dirty  heads;  whereas 

in  1923  the  number  had  dropped  to  234.  This  [improvement  is 

* 

partly  due  to  the  prevailing  fashon  of  bobbed  hair,  and  one  may 
hope  that  such  a  fashion  will  remain. 

(b)  TONSILS  AND  Adenoids.— In  the  course  of  Medical 
Inspection  197  children  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  enlarged 
Tonsils  and  Adenoids.  There  is  still  great  objection  on  the  part  of 
the  parents  to  having  the  enlarged  Tonsils  and  Adenoids  removed 
and  in  a  few  cases  it  has  been  necessary  to  threaten  prosecution 
before  they  will  allow  the  child  to  receive  the  necessary  treatment. 

(c)  TUBERCULOSIS — Tuberculosis  in  an  active  and  obvious  form 
is  not  of  frequent  occurrence  among  children  of  school  age.  There 
are  76  children  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  of  school  age 
who  are  not  attending  school.  During  the  routine  inspections  I 
child  was  found  to  be  suffering  from  definite  pulmonary  tuberculosis, 
and  12  from  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

(d)  SKIN  Diseases. — 118  children  were  found  suffering  from 
various  forms  of  skin  disease.  These  include  16  cases  of  ringworm, 
8  cases  of  scabies,  and  34  cases  of  impetigo,  and  [4  other  forms. 

Impetigo  is  by  far  the  commonest  skin  disease  amongst  school 
children,  and  in  many  case  it  is  due  to  dirt  and  this  could  be 
prevented. 

» 

(e)  EXTERNAL  Eye  Disease.— 65  children  were  recorded  as 
suffering  from  this  defect.  This  number  includes  cases  of 
blepharitis,  conjunctivitis  and  corneal  ulcers,  many  of  which 
complaints  are  due  to  absence  of  personal  cleanliness. 

(f)  Defective  Vision  and  Squint.— 514  children  were  found 
suffering  from  defective  vision.  This  is  a  large  increase  on  the 
previous  year,  but  this  is  due  to  the  fact  that  many  entrants  were 
examined  the  previous  year,  and  this  group  is  not  tested  for 
defective  vision. 

Poor  eyesight  imposes  a  serious  handicap  in  school  days. 
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The  process  of  education  is  impaired  or  even  rendered  useless 
i|  unless  a  child  can  see  the  blackboard,  read  his  lesson  books,  and 
ii  employ  his  faculty  of  observation  unrestricted  by  visual  defect. 


i 
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Squint  is  a  form  of  defective  vision  which  should  receive 
more  attention.  Medical  Inspection  revealed  HO  cases.  In  many 
of  these  cases  the  condition  was  well  established  before  the  child 
came  to  school,  and  by  then  the  time  had  passed  in  many,  perhaps 
even  in  the  majority  of  the  cases,  for  a  complete  cure  of  the 
condition. 


Though  squint  cannot  be  said  to  be  caused  by  an  error  of 
refraction,  it  is  common  fora  refractive  error,  usually  hypermetropia 
and  hypermetropic  astigmatism  to  accompany  the  squint. 


(g)  Ear  Disease  AND  Hearing  — Discharging  ears  constitute 
one  of  the  most  serious  of  the  minor  ailments.  26  children  were 
found  suffering  from  various  forms  of  ear  disease  and  52  from 
defective  hearing. 

(6)  SCHOOL  NURSES. 

The  School  Medical  Inspector  expresses  her  appreciation  of 
the  work  done  by  the  5  School  Nurses.  The  duties  of  the  School 
Nurse  may  be  divided  into  3  categories: — 

I.  Visits  to  the  schools.  A  nurse  is  always  in  attendance  with 
the  doctor  at  the  routine  Medical  Inspection.  In  addition  to  this 
she  visits  the  schools  by  herself  for  cleanliness  surveys  and  revisits 
for  the  purpose  of  following  up  children  who  were  found  to  require 
treatment. 


2.  Work  in  the  Clinic.  Here  the  nurses  duties  are  largely 
clinical. 


3.  Following-up.  This  implies  co-operation  with  Care  Com¬ 
mittees  in  visiting  the  homes  of  children  who  are  in  need  of 
treatment  for  defects  found  at  routine  Medical  Inspection  or  at  the 
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Clinic  ;  giving  advice  to  parents  how  best  to  obtain  the  necessary 
treatment;  persuading  the  hesitant  and  recalcitrant  mother  to 
attend  to  her  child’s  health  ;  enquiring  why  a  child  under  treatment 
and  not  yet  cured  has  ceased  to  attend  the  place  of  treatment  and 

so  forth. 

7.  MEDICAL  TREATMENT. 

The  main  lines,  on  which  this  treatment  is  organised  are  as 
follows : — 

(i)  System  of  School  Nursing.  See  previous  paragraph. 

(ii)  School  Clinics  (Medical,  Surgical  and  Dental). 

(iii)  Medicinal  treatment  for  cases  of  anaemia,  minor  ailments. 

(iv)  Arrangements  with  hospitals  for  treatment  of  school  children 

(v)  Service  of  the  private  practitioner. 

(vi)  Special  classes  (open  air). 

(a)  SCHOOL  Clinics.  The  two  school  clinics  situated  at 
Bradford  Street,  Walsall  and  Field  Road,  Bloxwich  continue  to  be 
popular  institutions.  During  the  year  some  29,000  attendances  were 
recorded  at  the  former  and  some  7,000  at  the  latter.  The  work 
carried  on  at  the  clinic  comes  under  two  heads  :  — 

(1)  Treatment.  This  consists  chiefly  in  the  treatment  of 
minor  ailments  and  injuries  which  usually  require  daily  dress¬ 
ing  by  a  nurse.  Minor  ailments  include  external  eye  diseases, 
impetigo,  otorrhoea,  septic  sores,  burns,  etc. 

(2)  Inspection.  Parents  and  teachers  are  often  glad  to 
consult  the  doctor  in  attendance  at  the  clinic  with  regard  to 
ailing  children. 

The  number  of  temporary  or  chronic  absentees  from  school  who 
are  under  no  regular  medical  supervision  have  long  been  a  source 
of  trouble  to  the  Attendance  Officer  and  he  is  glad  of  the  opportunity 
which  the  clinic  affords  of  obtaining  a  medical  opinion  as  to  the  fit¬ 
ness  or  otherwise  of  a  child  to  attend  school. 
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(b)  TONSILS  and  Adenoids. — During  the  year  227  cases 
were  referred  for  treatment,  and  22 7  had  operative  treatment  at  the 
local  hospital  under  the  Local  Education  Authority’s  scheme. 


(c)  Defective  Vision  and  Squint— The  detection  and 
c  correction  of  defective  vision  in  school  children  is  one  of  the  most 
e  valuable  functions  of  the  School  Medical  Service.  514  children 
y  were  found  to  be  suffering;  from  defective  vision  and  of  these  443 
4  received  treatment  at  the  clinic.  This  is  a  large  increase  on  the 
previous  year  due  to  the  fact  that  two  sessions  a  week  were  given 

; 

1  to  refractive  work  as  compared  with  one  session  the  previous  year. 


Glasses  were  supplied  free  in  necessitous  cases,  or  at  reduced 
i  rate  by  the  Children’s  Care  Committee  Following-up  should  be 
made  for  re-examination  at  stated  intervals  to  see  that  children  are 
n  wearing  their  glasses.  In  too  many  instances  the  parents  see  no 
1  necessity  for  having  the  glasses  repaired  once  they  are  broken. 

The  treatment  of  squint  must  depend  upon  the  stage  at  which 
the  defect  is  found.  The  end  to  be  attained,  and  the  practicability 
of  carrying  out  desirable  or  necessary  measures.  Usually  when 
first  seen  by  the  doctor,  the  condition  is  well  established  and  the 
vision  defective  or  lost.  The  treatment  of  squint  comes  under  four 
headings : — 


(1)  Provision  of  appropriate  glasses.  This  often  improves  the 
vision  of  the  deviating  eye,  and  the  squint  may  be  lessened  or 
completely  cured. 

(2)  The  covering  up  of  the  fixing  eye.  This  should  be  complete 
-and  under  the  ordinary  conditions  of  home  and  school  this  condition 
is  difficult  to  fulfil,  and  frequent  supervision  is  necessary. 

(3)  The  installation  of  atropine  into  the  fixing  eye.  Here 
again,  frequent  supervision,  an  intelligent  parent  and  amenable 
patient  are  required. 

(4)  Operative  treatment  may  be  valuable  in  long  standing 
cases.  Full  trial  should  first  be  made  of  other  measures. 
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8,  DENTAL  REPORT. 

Mr.  Grove  reports  as  follows:  — 

“I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
ending  December,  1923,  together  with  particulars  of  the  children 
examined  and  charted  in  your  schools,  and  details  of  the  work 
done  at  the  clinic.  The  Dental  Clinic  is  working  smoothly  and  on 
the  whole  is  very  popular  The  majority  of  the  children  come 
willingly  and  quite  50%  are  accompanied  by  their  parents  who 
greatly  appeciate  the  benefits  at  their  disposal.  When  your 
Dental  Clinic  was  inaugurated  8  years  ago,  a  Nitrous  Oxide 
apparatus  was  provided  but  I  was  prevented  from  using  it  owing 
to  an  order  issued  by  the  Board  of  Education  that  Nitrous  Oxide 
was  to  be  administered  only  by  a  Medical  Practitioner.  The  then 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Medical  Inspector  of  Schools  were 
too  pressed  with  work  to  give  their  services  for  the  purpose;  but 
the  apparatus  is  available  for  the  use  of  the  present  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  and  the  new  School  Dentist.  The  rest  of  the 
equipment  is  in  first  class  order  and  will  be  appreciated  by  my 
successor,  who  will,  I  have  every  confidence,  carry  on  the  important 
work  of  fhe  Dental  treatment  of  the  school  children  with  keenness 
and  efficiency.” 


9.  OPEN  AIR  EDUCATION. 

Education  under  open  air  conditions  has  in  recent  years  been 
a  fruitful  field  for  experiment  and  the  almost  invariable  result  is 
that  the  experiment  has  fully  justified  itself.  The  principal  forms 
of  open  air  schooling  in  the  borough  are: — 

(1)  Classes  in  the  playground  of  Public  Elementary  Schools. 
In  addition  to  the  beneficial  effect  which  these  classes  have  on  the 
health  of  the  children  there  is  the  added  advantage  in  the  case  of 
overcrowded  schools  of  a  certain  relief  on  the  accommodation. 
Little,  if  any,  expense  is  incurred  in  the  arrangements,  so  that  the 
question  of  cost  cannot  be  pleaded  as  a  deterrent. 
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(2)  Cl  asses  in  the  Public  Parks.  This  was  the  first  year  that 
yj  such  classes  were  organised  and  they  proved  a  success  in  spite  of 
d  the  inclement  weather  during  the  summer  months. 

(3)  Open  Air  Day  School  situated  in  Reedswood  Park,  This 
school  was  enlarged  during  the  year  by  the  addition  of  a  classroom 

1  and  kitchen.  The  extension  was  formally  opened  in  October,  1923, 
I  by  Alderman  Shelley,  Chairman  of  the  Education  Committee,  the 
1  opening  ceremony  formipg  a  feature  of  “Health  Week,” 

As  a  result  of  this  extension  the  accommodation  of  the  building 
f  has  been  increased  to  60.  It  has  therefore  been  possible  to  admit  a 
larger  number  of  fresh  cases  than  in  any  previous  year.  The  total 
jj  number  of  new  admissions  for  the  year  was  60;  and  it  is  satisfactory 
t  to  note  that  64  children  were  transferred  to  the  ordinary  schools 
i  on  the  advice  of  the  School  Medical  Inspector,  as  being  fit  for  the 
t  regular  school  routine.  The  rate  of  transfer  has  been  considerably 
>  accelerated  this  year  partly  owing  to  the  fact  that  many  of  the 
new  admissions  were  anaemic  cases  which,  as  the  results  prove, 

I  have  yielded  to  treatment  very  rapidly,  some  of  the  shortest 
periods  after  which  transfers  were  made  were: — 

I  child  after  I  month’s  treatment 
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Without  exception,  the  children  have  made  very  good  progress, 
the  average  gains  in  height  and  weight  being  higher  than  in  the 
previous  year.  The  average  gain  in  weight  for  children  under 
observation  for  the  whole  of  the  twelve  months  was  8  3I bs. ,  and  the 
average  gain  in  height  3  inches.  No  doubt  this  satisfactory  result 
is  in  some  measure  due  to  the  changes  and  improvements  it  has 
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been  possible  to  make  in  the  dinners  supplied,  now  that  they  are 
cooked  in  the  new  kitchen  on  the  premises.  Shoes  and  stockings 
have  been  provided,  so  that  in  wet  weather  the  children  may  change 
their  footwear  on  arrival  at  the  school  and  thus  spend  the  day  at 
school  in  comfort. 

The  attendance  for  the  year  reached  a  percentage  of  91.  This 
must  be  considered  excellent,  when  it  is  remembered  that  many  of 
the  scholars  live  more  than  a  mile  from  the  school,  and  that  on  no 
occasion  throughout  the  year  was  the  school  closed  for  bad  weather. 

10.  CO-OPERATION  OF  PARENTS,  TEACHERS,  SCHOOL 
ATTENDANCE  OFFICERS  AND  VOLUNTARY 

ORGANISATIONS. 

The  co-operation  of  parents  is  being  steadily  cultivated  in 
every  possible  way,  very  few  parents  now  object  to  school  medical 
inspection,  and  in  the  great  majority  of  cases  it  is  welcomed.  There 
is  an  increased  attendance  of  parents  at  the  routine  medical 
inspection  of  their  children,  and  also  an  increased  attendance  at 
the  school  clinics.  Obviously  such  attendance  differs  for  entrants 
and  leavers;  it  is  naturally  greater  for  children  at  their  first  inspec¬ 
tion.  Parents  are  now  contributing  to  the  cost  of  the  treatment 
received  at  the  clinic.  The  teachers  have  continued  to  assist  the 
work  of  medical  inspection  by  entering  on  the  record  cards  partic¬ 
ulars  as  to  weight  and  height.  In  addition  they  show  their  interest 
by  selecting  special  cases  for  examination  by  the  Medical  Officer 
and  the  School  Nurse. 

There  is  a  growing  co-ordination  between  the  School  Attend¬ 
ance  Officers  and  the  School  Medical  Department 

Under  the  headings  Voluntary  Bodies  are  included  the  Child¬ 
ren’s  Care  Committee,  the  Children’s  Country  Holiday  Fund,  the 
National  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children  and  other 
such  agencies.  The  work  of  the  two  former  societies  is  much 
appreciated  in  the  provision  of  clothing,  footgear,  glasses,  country 
holidays  etc. 
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We  should  like  to  express  our  appreciation  of  the  work  done 
|by  Inspector  McDermott,  the  local  inspector  of  the  N.S.P.C.C.  He 
|| i s  a  most  willing  worker  and  a  visit  from  him  often  works  wonders 
i  with  the  most  refractory  parent. 

Before  closing  this  report  we  wish  to  thank  the  Nursing  Staff 
r  and  our  clerk  for  their  whole-hearted  co-operation  during  the  year. 

in.  STATISTICAL  TABLES. 

The  6  Statistical  Tables  required  by  the  Board  of  Education 
i  are  attached  hereto. 

We  are,  Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Smith  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servants, 

JAMES  A.  M.  CLARK,  M.D., 

||  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

School  Medical  Officer. 

!  D.  BARBARA  NORMAN,  M.B., 

School  Medical  Inspector. 

I  3rd  April,  1924. 
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AREA.  WALSALL  C.B. 

TABLE  I.  NUMBER  OF  CHILDREN  INSPECTED 
1st  JANUARY,  1923  TO  31st  DECEMBER,  1923. 


A.  “  Code  ”  Groups. 


Age. 

Entrants 

3 

4 

5 

6 

Other 

Ages. 

Total 

Boys 

477 

477 

Girls  ... 

— 

— 

471 

— - 

— - 

471 

Totals 

— 

— 

948 

— 

— 

948 

Age. 

Intermediate 

Group. 

Leavers. 

Grand 

Total. 

8 

12 

13 

14 

Other 

Ages 

Total 

Boys 

356 

1202 

1558 

Girls 

390 

— 

1415 

— 

— 

1805 

Totals 

746 

— 

2617 

— 

— 

3363 

4311 

B.  Groups  other  than  “Code.” 


(1) 

Intermediate 
Group  (other 
than  8  years). 

(2) 

Special  Cases. 

(3) 

Re-Examinations 
i.e.  No.  of  Childr’n 
Re-Examined. 

(4) 

Boys 

597 

237 

Girls 

— 

690 

215 

Totals 

— 

1287 

452 

TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  INDIVIDUAL  CHILDREN  INSPECTED  BY  THE 
M.I  WHETHER  AS  ROUTINE  OR  SPECIAL  CASES. 

No.  of  Individual  Children 
Inspected. 

6,050 
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AREA.  WALSALL  C.B. 

TABLE  II.  RETURN  OF  DEFECTS  FOUND  IN  THE 
COURSE  OF  MEDICAL  INSPECTION  IN  1923. 


Routine  Inspections  Specials. 
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Skin 


Eye 


Ear 

Nose 

and 

Throat 


Heart 

and 

Circu¬ 

lation 


Lun 


gs 


Tuber¬ 

culosis. 


Malnutrition 

Uncleanliness  Head 
Body 

Ringworm 

Head  ... 

Body  .. 

Scabies 
Impetigo 
.  Other  Diseases 
'"Blepharitis  ... 

Conjunctivitis 
Keratitis 
Corneal  Ulcer 
Corneal  Opacities 
Defective  Vision 
Squint 

Other  Conditions 
Defective  Hearing 
Otitis  Media 
lOther  Ear  Diseases 
.Enlarged  Tonsils 
J  Adenoids 
j  Enlarged  Tonsils  &  Adenoids 
'  Other  Conditions 
Enlarged  Cervical  Glands  . 
Defective  Speech 
Heart  Disease  — 

Organic 
Functional 
^Anaemia 
r  Bronchitis 

(Other  Non-Tubercular  Dis. 
Pulmonary — 

Definite 
Suspected 
Non-Pulmonary 
Glands 
Spine 
Hip  ... 

Other  Bones  and  Joints 
Si<in 

Other  forms  ... 


< 


10 

33 

13 

12 

4 

8 

34 

14 

13 

1 


255 

38 


26 

100 

88 

210 

2 

21 


22 

241 

98 

U 


433 

201 

242 


56 


io33 

23 

58 

5i 


20 


35 

6 


12 


60 


28 

10 

75 

5° 


5 

1 
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Defect  or  Disease. 


0) 


Deform¬ 

ities. 


Rickets 

Spinal  Curvature 
Other  forms  ... 


Nervous 

System 


Epilepsy 

Chorea 

Other  conditions 


Other  defects  and  Diseases 


Routine  Inspect  s 

Special. 

Number  referred  for 

Treatment. 

N umber  requiring  to 
be  kept  under  obser¬ 

vation,  but  not 
referred  for  treatment. 

Numbered  referred  for 

treatment. 

Number  requiring  to 

be  kept  under  obser¬ 

vation,  but  not 
referred  for  treatment. 

(2' 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

3i 

4 

34 

12 

8 

i 

2 

6 

2 

I 

12 

23 

106 

60 

Number  of  Individual  Children  having  Defects  which 
required  Treatment  or  to  be  kept  undei  observation 


2,362 
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AREA.  WALSALL  C.B. 

TABLE  III.  NUMERICAL  RETURN  OF  ALL  EXCEPTIONAL 
CHILDREN  IN  THE  AREA  IN  1923. 


Boys 

Uirls 

Total 

Blind. 

(including  partially 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Sch’ls 

1 

— 

I 

blind) 

within  the  meaning 

Attend’ng  Certified  Schools  for  the 

of  the  Elementary 

Blind 

5 

5 

10 

Education  (Blind  & 
Deaf  Children)  Act 

Not  at  School 

— 

— 

— 

1893. 

Deaf 

and  Dumb. 

(including  partially 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Sch’ls 

— 

1 

I 

deaf),  within  the 

Attending  Certified  Schools  tor  the 

8 

meaning  of  the  Ele¬ 
mentary  Education 

Deaf 

5 

3 

(Blind  &  Deal  Child- 

Not  at  School 

— 

— 

— 

ren 

)  Act.  1893. 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Sch’ls 

Attending  Certified  Schools  for 

20 

12 

32 

c 

Mentally  Defectives 

4 

6 

10 

a3 

Feeble 

Notified  to  the  Local  (Control) 

a 

rp| 

Minded. 

Authority  by  Local  Education 

<D 

Authority  during  the  Year 

— 

— 

— 

Q 

Not  at  School 

10 

12 

22 

Oj 

-4— » 

53 

Imbeciles. 

At  School 

— 

T 

I 

§ 

Not  at  School 

— 

I 

1 

Idiots. 

— 

— 

— 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Sch’ls 
Attending  Certified  Schools  for 

7 

9 

l6 

Epileptics 

— 

— 

— 

Epileptics. 

In  Institutions  other  than  Certified 

Schools 

— 

— 

— 

Not  at  School 

1 

1 

2 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Sch’ls 
Attending  Certified  Schools  for 

— 

— 

Pulmonary 

Physically  Defectives 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis. 

In  Institutions  other  than  Certified 

Schools 

— 

6 

6 

> 

Not  at  School 

1 1 

9 

20 

C J 

(JJ 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Sch’ls 

5 

2 

7 

<L> 

Attending  Certified  Schools  foi 

Q 

Crippling  due 

Physically  Defectives 

— 

— 

— 

to 

In  Institutions  other  than  Certified 

Tuberculosis. 

Schools 

— 

— 

— 

0 

Not  at  School 

— 

— 

— 

>> 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Sch’ls 

32 

i5 

47 

£ 

Crippling  due 

Attending  Certified  Schools  foi 

to  causes 

Physically  Defectives 

— 

— 

— 

other  than 

In  Institutions  other  than  Certified 

Tuberculosis. 

Schools 

— 

— 

— 

Not  at  School 

10 

10 

20 

I 
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TABLE  III. — continued. 


Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Other  Physical 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Sch’Js 

I52 

'83 

335 

Defectives  ;  e  g. 
delicate  and  other 
children  suitable  tor 

Attending  Open-Air  Schools 
Attending  Certified  Schools  for 
Physically  Defectives,  other 

29 

30 

59 

admission  to  Open 

than  Open  Air  Schools 

— 

— 

— 

Air  School. 

Not  at  School 

20 

26 

46 
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TABLE  IV.  TREATMENT  OF  DEFECTS  OF  CHILDREN  DURING  1923. 
A.  TREATMENT  OF  MINOR  AILMENTS. 


Disease  or  Defect. 

Number  of  Children. 

Referred 

for 

Treatment 

Under 
Local  Ed¬ 
ucation 
Authority’s 
Scheme. 

Treated. 

Otherwise 

Total. 

Skin  — 

Ringworm — Head  and  Body 

107 

107 

— 

107 

Scabies 

60 

60 

— 

60 

Impetigo  ... 

259 

259 

— 

259 

Minor  Injuries 

102 

102 

— 

102 

Other  Skin  disease 

287 

287 

— 

287 

Ear  Disease  .  . 

*  39 

139 

— 

J39 

Eye  Disease  (external  &  other)  ... 

33i 

33i 

— 

33i 

Miscellaneous 

1594 

1594 

U94 

B.  TREATMENT  OF  VISUAL  DEFECT. 


Number  of  Children. 

Referred  for 
refraction. 

Submitted  for  Refi action. 

For  whom 
glasses  were 
prescribed. 

For  whom 
glasses  were 
provided. 

Recommended  for 
treatment  other  than 
by  glasses. 

Received  other 
forms  of  treatment. 

For  whom  no 
treatment  was  con¬ 
sidered  necessary. 

Under  L.E.A. 
Scheme — Clinic 
or  Hospital. 

By  Private 
Practitioner  or 
Hospital. 

Otherwise. 

Total. 

514 

443 

— 

— 

443 

410 

2o 

10 

9 

H 

C.  TREATMENT  OF  DEFECTS  OF  NOSE  AND  THROAT. 


Referred  for 
Treatment. 

Number  of  Children. 

Received  Operative  Treatment. 

Received 
other  forms 
of  treatment. 

Under  Local 
E.A.  Scheme — 
Clinicor  Hospital 

By  Private 
Practitioner 
or  Hospital. 

Total. 

c* 

M 

227 

— 

227 

— 
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TABLE  IV — continued. 

D.  TREATMENT  OF  DENTAL  DEFECTS. 
1.  Number  of  Children  dealt  with 


Age  Groups. 

Specials 

Total. 

5 

6  7 

8 

9 

to 

1 1 

12 

(a) 

Inspected  by  Dentist 

1174 

(b) 

Referred  for  Treat¬ 
ment  ... 

1091 

(c) 

Actually  Treated  ... 

074 

832 

2606 

(d) 

Re-treated  (result  of 
periodical  Exam.) 

904 

2.  Particulars  of  Time  and  Operations  undertaken. 


No.  of  Half-Days 
devoted  to 
Inspection. 

No.  of  Half-Days 
devoted  to 
Treatment. 

Total  No.  ot  Attendances 
made  by  the  Children 
at  the  Clinic. 

No.  of 
Permanent 
Teeth. 

No.  of 
Temporary 
Teeth. 

Total  No.  of  Fillings. 

No.  of  Administrations 
of  General  Anaesthetics 
included  in  (4)  &  (61 

No.  ot 
other 

Operations. 

Extracted. 

Filled. 

Extracted. 

Filled. 

Permanent  Teeth 

:  Temporary  Teeth 

j 

[1] 

[2] 

[3] 

[4] 

[5] 

[6] 

[7] 

[8] 

[9] 

[10] 

[11] 

20 

192 

2606 

• 

375 

455 

3307 

159 

614 

3682 

1624 

TABLE  V.  SUMMARY  OF  TREATMENT  OF  DEFECTS  AS  SHOWN 

IN  TABLE  IV. 


Defect  or  Disease. 

Number  of  Children. 

Referred 

for 

Treatment. 

Treated. 

Under 

Local 

E  A  Scheme 

Other¬ 

wise 

Total 

Minor  Ailments 

2879 

2879 

_ 

2879 

Visual  Defects  ... 

5H 

443 

— 

443 

Defects  of  Nose  and  Throat 

227 

227 

— 

227 

Dental  Defects 

1091 

2606 

— 

2606 

Total 

4711 

6i55 

6155 

TABLE  VI.  SUMMARY  RELATING  TO  CHILDREN  MEDICALLY 
INSPECTED  AT  ROUTINE  INSPECTIONS  DURING  1923, 


[)  I  he  total  number  of  children  medically  inspected  at  the 
Routine  Inspections 


2) 


The  number  ot  children  in  (1)  suffering  from — 
Malnutrition 
Skin  Disease 

Defective  Vision  (including  squint) 

Eye  Disease 

Nose  and  Throat  Disease 
Defective  Hearing 
Ear  Disease 
Enlarged  Cervical  Glands  (non-tubercular) 
Detective  Speech 
Dental  Disease 
Heart  Disease 
Organic 
Functional 
Anaemia 

Lung  Disease  (non-tubercular) 
Tuberculosis 

Pulmonary — Definite 

Suspected  ... 
Non-pulmonary 

Disease  of  the  Nervous  System 
Deformities 

Other  Defects  and  Diseases  ... 


(3)  The  number  of  children  in  (1)  suffering  from  defects  (other 
than  uncleanliness  or  detective  clothing  or  Footgear)  who 
require  to  be  kept  under  observation  (but  not  referred 
for  treatment) 


(4)  The  number  of  children  in  (1)  who  were  referred  for  treat¬ 
ment  (excluding  uncleanliness,  defective  clothing,  &c)  ... 


(5)  The  number  of  children  in  (4)  who  received  treatment  for  one 
or  more  detects  (excluding  uncleanliness,  defective 
clothing,  &c.) 


43 1 1 


443 

118 

5H 

65 

1423 

65 

26 

302 

23 

806 

80 

241 

149 

1 

2 

12 

U 

139 

247 


037 


925 


452 
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REPORT  OF  THE 

PUBLIC  ANALYST, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  3 1ST  DECEMBER,  1923. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee, 
Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  First  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  1923.  220  samples  were  submitted  to  me  for  analysis 

during  the  year.  All  samples  were  taken  by  the  Chief  Sanitary 

1 

Inspector  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

120  samples  were  purchased  without  the  formalities  of  the  Acts 
100  samples  were  purchased  with  the  formalities  of  the  Acts. 
Table  A  gives  particulars  of  the  samples : — 


TABLE  A, 


Nature 

Number  Analysed 

Number 

Adulterated 

Milk 

99  (2  separated) 

21 

Butter 

45 

— 

Margarine 

3 

— ■ 

Lard 

11 

— 

Cheese 

9 

— 

Cocoa 

4 

— - 

Coffee 

4 

— 

Preserved  Cream 

5 

— 

Cream 

3 

2 

Pepper 

3 

— 

Rum 

1 

— 

Whiskey 

5 

— 

Brandy 

2 

— 

Gin 

1 

— 

Prescriptions  ... 

3 

— 

Sausage 

2 

— 

Bacon 

1 

— 

Bloater  Paste  - 

1 

— 

Sponge  Cake  ... 

2 

— 

8i 


TABLE  A*— continued. 


Nature 

Number  Analysed 

Number 

Adulterated 

Condensed  Milk 

5 

Arrowroot 

3 

— 

Boracic  Ointment 

1 

— 

Tincture  of  Iodine 
Compound  Tincture  of 

1 

_ 

Rhubarb 

1  Ammoniated  Tincture  of 

1 

■ 

Quinine 

1 

— 

1  Tincture  of  Senna 

1 

— • 

|  Vinegar 

3 

10*45%  °f  the  samples  were  adulterated.  The  total  adulteration 
for  England  and  Wales  in  1922  was  6'2%. 


MILK. 

99  samples  were  examined,  of  which  21,  equivalent  to  21*2%,  were 
found  to  be  adulterated.  The  total  adulteration  for  England  and 
Wales  in  1922  was  7*7%.  The  purity  of  Walsall’s  milk  supply 
compares  very  unfavourably  with  the  milk  supply  of  England,  and 
Wales.  The  average  composition  of  the  99  samples  analysed  was 
as  follows: — 

Solids  not  Fat  8*83% 

Fat  3  Wo 
Total  Solids  87*69% 

Table  B  gives  particulars  of  the  adulterated  samples: — 

TABLE  B, 


Sample  No 

Nature  of  Adulteration 

Result 

Vendor  cautioned  by 

40 

3*33%  Deficient  in  Cream 

letter 

43 

2333% 

Costs  £1 

47 

4*70%  Added  Water 

Costs  £1 

55 

18*33%  Deficient  in  cream 

Costs  £1 

62 

10*00%  Added  Water 

Costs  £1 

65 

470% 

Costs  £i 

66 

f  10*00%  Deficient  in  Cream 

1  4 *70%  Added  Water 

Costs  £1 
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TABLE  B — continued , 


Sample  No 

Nature  of  Adulteration 

Result 

81 

2  80%  Added  Water 

Costs  £1 

108 

13 '33%  Deficient  in  Cream) 

See  samples  from  Farmer 

115 

2  20%  Added  Water  ) 

Nos.  1 17,  124 

n  7 

2'58% 

Cautioned 

119 

2’35% 

Costs  £1 

120 

6  66%  Deficient  in  Cream 

Costs  £1 

121 

6*66% 

Costs  £1 

124 

1.3  33/o  >>  »  n 

Cautioned 

125 

6*66% 

Costs  £t 

126 

6'66% 

Costs  £r 

131 

1 1 *66%  Deficient  in  Cream 

Costs  £1 

132 

1000%  „  „  „ 

Costs  £1 

146 

5  00%  ,,  ,, 

Explanation  accepted 

208 

(Separated 

Fined  10/ — h  10/6 

milk) 

15*40%  Added  Water 

costs 

None  of  the  milks  contained  preservatives. 


BUTTER 

All  samples  were  genuine.  31  samples  contained  no  preservatives. 
Table  C  gives  the  percentage  of  Boric  Acid  found. 

TABLE  C. 


Sample  number 

Boric  Acid 

147 

*0093% 

148 

■0418% 

149 

•0155% 

153 

'0180% 

166 

‘0124% 

169 

•0186% 

171 

'0062% 

172 

'0092% 

174 

'0062% 

175 

‘0860% 

202 

*0620% 

203 

'0186% 

204 

'1984% 

206 

'0124% 

83 


MARGARINE. 


All  samples  were  genuine. 

Samples  154  and  176  were  guaranteed  to  contain  10%  butter  fat. 
Sample  1 54  contained  9*66%  butter  fat. 

176  „  IO'27%  „ 

15  ,,  no  boric  acid. 

154  ’155%  boric  acid. 

1/6  „  ’155% 


99 


99 


99 


PRESERVED  CREAM. 

All  samples  were  genuine. 

Table  D  gives  the  percentages  of  fat  and  boric  acid  found. 

TABLE  D, 


Sample  number 

Fat 

Boric  Acid 

29 

43 '2% 

■380% 

63 

44’°% 

*290% 

*39 

42'0% 

‘*70% 

185 

528% 

■250% 

189 

42-5% 

‘155% 

CREAM. 

Three  samples  were  analysed.  Sample  f/0  was  guaranteed  to 
contain  23*26%  Butter  fat.  This  sample  was  genuine.  It  contained 
24*74%  Butter  fat.  No  preservative  was  present 

The  Milk  and  Cream  Regulations  require  that  cream  containing 
boric  acid  shall  bear  a  label  stating  the  quantity  present  and  that 
the  article  is  not  suitable  for  infants  and  invalids. 

Samples  T97  and  T98  contained  over  30%  Fat  and  less  than  *4% 
of  Boric  Acid,  but  were  sold  as  cream.  They  should  have  been 
labelled  “  Preserved  Cream. ”  Table  E  gives  their  analyses. 
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TABLE  E. 

* 

Sample  number 

Fat 

Boric  Acid 

197 

495% 

'10% 

198 

48' 5% 

'17%  • 

The  vendor  of  samples  T 97  and  198  was  cautioned. 

SAUSAGE. 

Two  samples  were  analysed  and  found  to  be  genuine. 

Sample  133  contained  ‘048%  Boric  Acid. 

„  134  „  ‘080% 

BACON. 

One  sample  was  analysed;  it  contained  '0 7%  Boric  Acid. 

BLOATER  PASTE. 

One  sample  was  analysed  and  found  to  be  genuine.  A  trace 
of  Boric  Acid  was  present. 

SPONGE  CAKE. 

Two  samples  were  analysed.  Both  samples  contained  Boric 
Acid. 

Sample  137  continued  '02%  Boric  Acid. 

Sample  138  '  „  '025% 

CONDENSED  MILK. 

Sample  182  was  labelled  "Full  Cream  Sweetened”,  and  on 
dilution  as  per  instructions  on  tin  it  gave  a  good  milk  with  sugar 
added. 

Samples  183,  184,  220,  were  labelled  “Condensed  Skimmed  Milk 

Sweetened,”  and  on  dilution  gave  good  skimmed  milk  with  sugar 

added. 

Sample  196  was  labelled  ‘Tull  Cream,  Condensed  Milk 
Lnsv eetened  ,and  on  dilution  gave  a  good  full  cream  milk. 

V\  ith  the  exception  of  milk  the  supply  of  Food  and  Drugs  in 
Walsall  is  satisfactory. 
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The  frequent  adulteration  of  milk,  by  the  removal  of  cream 
>r  the  addition  of  water  commands  your  serious  attention,  and 
lihows  the  necessity  for  increasing  the  number  of  samples  taken 
mnually,  this  being  the  only  way  you  can  detect  and  materially 
educe  adulteration. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

;  FRANK  E.  THOMPSON,  A.R.C.S.,  Lond,  F.I.C., 

Public  Analyst. 
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